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no more 1s yet imply 


| PREF: CE. 


NE that I Hhink ft to 3 

| miſe to the ec Sheets, 

is, that whereas the Word © 

| Common-wealth ; 15 5 equently us d, 

5 'd by it, "than 7 
à Free- State; fince T have usd it 
promiſcuouſly for the Monarchy, and 

 Ariſtocracy 0 Fo acedemon, and the 

Mixture of Monarchy, Ariftocra- 
cy and Democracy of Rome, as, 

well as the Democracy of Athens 

yo Nay, fo the e . Epi- 1 


1 . Thing, be - muſt give No- 
1 Tice to the general Malice of tbe 
5 World, 5 


aud makes it of more general Uſe. . 
= 


therefore, is ſaid about the Power ful 


The Preface. | 


: _ that there are no Inuendos4 | 
the following Trace 

ped to find particular Characters; 
Per Sejanus, Piſo, and the reſt, are 


ks 


le cin Popling Futter in Dryden: 
 . Epilogue, the Knight of the Shire, 
dau repreſenis all of thif Chafaftey 4 


e true "= 
Satir e. and differ it fr om Lampoon ; 


 Defignins a general Satire off al, = 


be Fleer of the Nation, there was _ 
no way of avoiding any particular 


Degree of Mankind ; nor can it 
without the He pu 
ted as a Contempt of any Order of 


| higheſt Injuſtice be impu⸗ ES 


| Degree, that the general Vices ard | 
 expos® ; my Ami being to- 


eftabliſh 
— and Covern- 
ment, it is impoſſible that the Subor- - 


dination of Men cou d be the Ob jeit 4 
of my Reflections, ſince without that, 


Government cou'd not ſuh ſi f. What 7 


and 


The W „ 
1 ie ug Wars >: they. de- | 


. 4 Juvenal. 


Stemata quid act quid p pro- : 


WD Cenferi, pictaſy; often. 
Nob litas la. oſt 5 unica 
Vitus. ey 


ner 


a up. ew Die. z 


nities and Wealth, to Aclions uur. 


9 their Degree, IE! to hani ſb that 
deſtructive Pride of Birth, which is 
the Bane of £ great and. beneficial . 

Alion to their Country. Gildas in 


the Wane of the Britiſh Nation, was 


much more free with the Great Men 5 
- E, his Time; and particularly with | 


_ the Preefts, "tho be himſelf was of. Ty, 


that Order. St, J 


erome was not 


behind hand in bis Freedom of this A 
Nature; 5 and the Pro bets Jere- of 


* miah, Ezechiel and Iſaiah, made 
Þ 10 Be of SITE. the Vi ice 


4 


greateſt of ibe Jewi 
even to Particulars. 

not bing but the general Vices 
Pegres attack d, and whoev 
are Innocent, are ; Safe. The] 
nquerors, in their Trium bs, 
9 always one, 


But here are 
each 


er of all 


of 


} berty 2 taken 
away, and Satire confin'd to Sills, 

then Sin and Folly will Trimph, Flou- 

an Encer eaſe 2 without Con. 
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_ IBERTY is the greateſt Happineſs; 

that any Nation can enjoy, and yet 
it is a Plant that will not grow in g 
very Climate. Every People is not  —_— , 
capable of this Bleſſing, and there have ben 
thoſe, who have thought it a Glory to boaſt 

their Slavery. Thus a Perſian tuld a Greek at 

the Court of the Great King, that Liberty _ 
was What the Grecians admir'd, but a Perſian 
thought it his greateſt Honour and Felicity to 
_ adore the Great King, for ſo was the King of 
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: 5 $ © . ry 4 * % ; — - a : 
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means injiead of a Bar 


On the contrary what Eſteem the Greeks had 
for Linzxry is plain from a thouſand Inſtan- 
ces, particularly from the Medea of Euripides, 

in which Jaſon, in anſwer to the Reproaches 

of Medea for the Services ſhe had done bim, 

ſays. I willingly own the Benefits I have receiv'd 

from youin the ſaving my Life; but as I I will ſhew 

you, by my Safety you have receiv'd more Advan- 

tage than the Favour ob beſiow'd;, for by that 
aro 


Greece, where Law and Equity flouriſh. And 
afterwards in the Chorus of the ſame Trage- 
dy, # my Opinion Liberty eucels And again. 
If ne ſhine not in Royal Splendor, jet may we grom 
OT ny Woe des & 


But that we may have no War about 
Words, I ſhall define what I mean by Lizzr- 
xx. It is the Privilege of being govern d by Laws © 
made by the Cenſent, of "4 People either colleFive= © 
lyor repreſentatively, bf thooſing the principal Ma- 
{rates for the execution of theſe Laws, and of ha- 
ving a Right to call them to an Account ſor their 
Mal- Auminiſtratiun. Thus it was in Lacede- 
mien and Athens, and in all the Republicks of 
Greece: The Kings of Sparta were accounta- 
ble to the Ephori, Who often try'd them, and 
fometimes condenin'd and executed them. At 
Athens they were all accountable; and Lycur- 
deus, after his Year of Magiſtracy was out, 
let up in the public Court a jour hal of his Ad- 
miniſtration, in. order to clear it of all that 


* * - 2 
1 42 4 3 g 


hat this was the Opinion of the Roman is 
Plain from the Speech of Tiberius Gracchus, 


us Country, you live in 9 


Speech to the people in juſtification o 


preſs the People, to 


(600 


hn; with his Bees made the hut Elort 
for the Liberty of Name. The Tribunes of 
the People were there reckon'd Sacreſancti, fs: 
Invialalle, or as we may call it in our modern 
Dialect Jure Divino, and to whom Paſſive Obe- 


dience and Noa Reſiſtance were due. Let us ſee 


therefore what Tiberins ſaid: to People, whoſe 


Tribunes they Rene in aludication of his, Ea 


en in bim. 


Danese > e 0 fore Plutarch 
in the Liſe of Tiberius Gracchus) that bis 


Conduct to 0: av¹ had diſguſted the 8 


ple, as well as the Nobility (becauſe the 
42 of Tribune feem'& to be inwiola- 
ed, which till that Day had 2 conti- 
nued facred and hononrable) he Ne a 

hat 
he had done Part of which follows A 
Tribune of the People is facred indeed, aud 


ought to be inviolable, becauſe in a manner 
conſecrated to be the Guardian and Protestor 


of them; but if he on enerate ſo far as to op- 
[0 


reach their Priviled- ; 
ges, and ko away all the Liberty of voting; 
he then, deprives himſelf of that honaurable 


Station, by the Neglect of his Duty, for 
which the Honour was beſtow'd upon him: O- 
therwiſea' Tribune might not think bimfelf = 
obnoxious to Puniſhment, tho? he ſhould de- 


moliſh the Capitol, or burn the Naval Maga- 
Zines. 


Certainly when he; that is only guilty of | 


1 ſach Extravagancies, as theſe can't be nok'd on 


as a Good Tribune; much leſs can he be fo, 


Tz who dares Preſume ro diminiſh the * 


2 


0 


—— — — 
£ r ” — 


re Sh tug Sb 14 Pg, Feb, 
* 
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of the People, becauſe heceaſes from that time 


to be the People's Tribune. Is it not very un- 
reaſonable, that a Tribune ſhou'd have Power 


to impriſon a Conſul, if the People muſt have 


no Authority to degrade him, when he uſes 


that Honour, which he receiv'd from them, 
to their Detriment ? For the Tribunes as well 
as Conſuls are elected to thoſe Dignities by the 


People's Votes. But to proceed— The'King- - : J 
Iy Government, which comprehends all ſorts 


of Authority in it {elf alone, is conferr'd witng 
the greateſt and moſt religious Solemnity i- 


maginable, as being a Government, that moſt 


reſembles that of Heaven. But the Citizens _ 
notwithſtanding this depos d King Tarquin be- 
cauſe of his T' rannical — and for 
the Injuſtice of one ſingle Man, 'the ancient 


_ Government under which Rome was built, was 


aboliſh'd for ever. What is there in Rome ſo 
facred and venerable as the Veſtal Virgins? To 


whoſe Care alone the Preſervation of the E- 
- _ ternal Fire is committed? Yet if their Cha- 


ſity be violated and their Reputation ſtain'd, 


they are bury'd alive. For when they preſume Z 


to commit any Offence againſt their Gods, 


they inſtantly loſe that Veneration, which 
they claim'd as Attendants in their Service. 


So likewiſe a Tribune ſhou'd no longer be re- 


ſpected by the People as a Sacred Perſon, 
| when he offends againſt that Authority, from 


which he derives his own. 


Thus we find that the Common - wealth of 
Rome, as well as that of Greece, thought all 
Magiſtrates, tho? never ſo ſacred, accountable - 


and puniſhable. But this reach'd even to Mo- 
A 7, EE} „ 


4% 


Liberty cou'd 9 
„Mattes. 


3 * 


n 


narchs in thoſe old - faſhion'd Days. For it 

was a Cuſtom (ſays Plutareh) of the Kings of 
Epirus, in Paraſſo a Province of Moloſſus, after 
Sacrifices to Mars, to enter into a ſolemn Co- 


venant with the Epirots, they to govern ac- 


* cording to Law, and theſe to preſerve the Go- 
vernment, as by Law eſtabliſhed. 


S - Bata Volume wou'd not. ſuffice for Inſtances 


of this nature, which are a ſure Sign; that 


"1 
} 2 


- If any one ſhou'd, from what 1 have ſaid, 
conclude me a Republican, or for a Common- 
wealth, they might with equal Jaſtice accuſe 
me of a Deſign of reſtoring the Golden Age, 


for I really profeſs my ſelf a very great Admi- 
rer of thoſe happy Days, when Innocence and 


| Vertue flouriſh'd, and Knaves had not yet a 


Being. LI BERT V is indeed a Fine and A- 


greeable Speculation. But whoever wow'd 
attempt to give it a Republican Form in this 
Age wou'd be a meer Don Qui xæot in Politicks, 
eſpecially in a Nation where the Late Marquis 
of Hallifaxaſſur'd us there was not Vertue e- 
nough to make a Common- wealth of a Village. 
Nay they might as well make a Whigg or Com- 
” . mon-mealth's Man of the Prophet Samuel for 
ſpcaking fo hardly of Kingly Government, 
= when the Iſraelites demanded. a King like the 


But I ſhall ſoon make it appear, that no 
Man in his Wits can expect or hope a 
= Common-Wealth in this Age and Nation, 


bow and flouriſh in thoſe Cli- 


and 


nn 


. | 6 v N 
l | and for any Man to ae to promote = 
111 obtain that, which is impoſſible to cone 
Je Proof of his Follyi or Madneſs, 
E.1j--  - - | aspongers: It my ae what Ticle * 5 


1 aſſumes. 


94 — 
— . ” ———— 


A 8 Wealth, or Ae in its ho 7 

' eſt Senſe has always been the Growth of 
2 Wiſe, Polite, Honeſt, and Frugal. People, 
a People where a Public Spirit (the firſt be · 

gotten of Wiſdom, and the Mother of all 

Political Vertues) was evident in all their 

Heads and Leaders, and on proper Emer- | 

gencies as eminent in the Common People 

_ themſelves, as is plain from the States of 

Greece and Rome, till TY Were 28 $00 Do 

a r and Slavery. 1- 8%, a 


KA 
_ FL 59 — — oY — 


3 
- 


We find not by the Spee that e 
was not any Republic in Canaan but the 
Gibeonites (except a ſort of Ariſtocracy among 
the Philiftins) And it is plain that there was 
more Foreſight, and political Wiſdom in them, 

Mm than in all the numerous Kingdoms of that 
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. Country, ſwallowed up and deſtroy'd by the 
= Children of Iſrael. They took warning from 
„ the Deſtruction of their Neighbours to preſerve 
if ceemſelves, for every Man vu concern'd 

1 | in the Publick Security, they all united in 
1 | their Councils for its Preſervation ad. | 
1 in the Circumjacent Kingdoms all was left 
EEE” to the Care of one Manz who had other 
590 ' Notions, than the Public Safety to buſy his 
11 Underſtanding; the encreaſing perhaps bis 


own Prerogative, or Royal Power, the gra- 
mens Particular einn who are Found 5 


found: powerful in the Courts of Weak 
Princes, and in the Reigns of ſuch only are 
Nations deſtroy'd. But as we find in Foſhna 
cap. 9. And when the Inhabitants of Gibeon 
heard what Joſhua had done unto Fericho, 
and unto Ai, they did work wiſely, and 
went and made as if they had been Am- 
baſladours, and took old Sack upon their Aſſes, 
and Wine Bottles, old and rent and bound 
up, and old Shoes and clouted on their 
Peet, and old Garments upon them, and all 
the Bread of their Proviſion was dry, and 
mouldy. And they went to Joſhua in the 
Camp at Gilgal, and ſaid unto him and the 
Men of Ifrael, we be come from a far Coun- 
try, now, therefore make ye a League with 
us. And the Men of Jfrael faid to the Gibe- 
onites, peradventure you live among us, and 
= how mall we make a League with yon? 
And they ſaid unto Joſhua we are thy Ser- 
 vants. And Joſie ſaid unto them who are 
* ye? And Whence came ye? And they ſaid 
= uwunto him from a very far Country thy Ser- 
vants are come becauſe of the Name of the 
Lord thy God. For we have . heard the 
Name of him, and of all that he did in 
= She and all that he did to the Two Kings 
of the Ammorites, that were beyond Jordan, 
to Sichem King of Heſtbon, and Ogg King of 
” Baſhan, which was at Afhrarorh.: Wherefore 
our. Elders, and all the Inhabitants of our 
Country ſpake to us ſaying, take Victuals 
with you for your journey, and go to meet 
them, and ſay unto them we are your Ser- 


= vants; therefore now make a League with us. 
 * This var Bread we took hot for our Proviſion 
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made a League with them to let them 


but of our Honſes that Day we came forth to 
go unto you. But now behold it is dry, it is 


mouldy ; and theſe Bottles of Wine which.we 


fill'd were new, and behold they be rent; and 
theſe our Garments and our Shoes are be- 
come old by reaſon of the very long Journey. 


And the Men of 1frae! took of their Victuals, 


and ask d not Counſel of the Mouth of the 
and 
ve; 


— 


Lord. And Foſbua made Peace with _— 


and the Princes of the Congregation ſwor@ un- 


to them, G. 


=) 


. +. 60 I mare: Ke large Account from Holy 
Writ, bot 
tions they took to ſecure their Country, and 

the Lives of their Wives and Children; and 

the good Intelligence they had of the Tran . 
actions of Affairs ſo far as Age, and of For. 
ty Years ſtanding; for the Lite of good Go» 
vernment is a true Intelligence of the State of 


to ſhew the ſeveral wiſe Precau- 


Foreign Affairs; and alſo to give an Authority 
to the Inſtance. And it is plain from the Se- 
cond Book of Samuel, Chap. 21. that God pu- 
niſh'd the Hraelites with Famine for Saul's 
Breach of this League 400 Vears after it was 
made, and was aton'd by the Execution of Se- 
ven of the Houſe of Saul, which the Gibeonite: 
accepted of, when they refus'd to take Silver 
and Gold for a Compenſation for the Blood of 


their Friends and Countrymen ; ſo much they 


retain'd the old generous Spirit of Liberty, 
even after having been ſo many hundred Tears 


Hewers of Timber and Drawers of Water. 


This Puniſhment, of the People of ral 
proves that the Breach of ſolemn _— - 
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5 a trivia, tho” as: obtain'd, : 
was then a Sin highly provoking of Ptovi- | 
dence. But God cannot change, the ſame muſt 
therefore | in our Days carry an equalGyilt,” 


But it is remarkable that tbe people had in- 
violably maintain'd this League till the Power 5 
8 came 2 5 the hands of Saul. 


1 
<8 
IBF 


As it is plain that the Gesees were wile, | 
and foreſaw the Storm that was ſure to break 
upon them, ſo it is as plain that we have no 
manner of Foreſight, nor can ever appreveng 5 
any real Danger, but when we fee 
fects of what political Prudence ſhou'd have 
prevented. Nay we are like a Flight of 
Sparrows at a Barn door; the Farmer ſhoots | 
among them, and thoſe that eſcape ſoon after 
return to the ſame Spot to be ſhot at again, 
never learning by the Fate of their Fellows 
what will be their own, We made a mighty 
ſtir againſt the Bill of Excluſion, by which Po- 

might have been prevented from aſcendin 

the Throne; but when it was mounted, 4. 
we found the Wei ight of its little Finger. we 
damn'd all our Political Damning Doarines, 
| and ſent our Fure Divino Ring a grazing.” 


Þ believe. there will be no great need to 
prove that the States of Greece and Rome 
were Wiſe, and that the Adminiſtration of 
thoſe Comman wealths bad always an eye to 
the future Safety of each Government Thus 
we fee, when Rome had long ſtraggyd with 

Carthage, and found her fel deliver d from 
; the terrible Hanibal ; when ſhe found that the 


1 | * Carthaginians 
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. Carthaginians were not to be truſted on their 
Faith, or their ſolemn Leagues, to prevent 
the future Growth of that Power that had 
like once to be fo fatal to her, it was voted 
Delenda eſt Carthage. But in ſome former 
Reigns WE have join'd France againſt the reſt 
of Europe, tho in their Ruin our own was di- 


W 


realy involy'd; for while we had only the 


Word of a Man who never kept it in his Life, 


when *twas his Intereſt to break it, our Securi- 
ty muſt have been very precarious. 


bs Hence it is plain that ſince we have not 
Wiſdom or Foreſight, we are wholly incapa- 


ble of being a Common-wealth, and therefore 


that to be a Republican here, is no better than | 
an errant Coxcomb. _ 5 25 


- Beſides, this Wiſdom, there is neceſſary a 

 PuBLick SP1R1T, which we call Virtue; for 
without this. Virtue Liberty can never ſubſiſt. 
There muſt be a Love of your Country, or of 
the Public Good, above all other Conliderati- 
ons whatſoever ; an entire Defcrence to its 
Laws and Manners. There ſhou'd be the Spi- 


rit of a Codrus, or a- Curtius, to devote our 


ſelves, or chooſe to dye, to preſerve the Pu- 


blic from Detriment; or at leaſt with Themi- 
ſtocles we ought to dye our ſelves rather than 


to fight againſt our Country. With Cincinatus 
we ſhou'd in Poverty refuſe the Bribes of the 

Samnites, or with Fabritius reject thoſe of Pyr- 
rhus, tho” at the head of a powerful and victo- 


rious Army, nay you fhou'd love your own 
Country ſo well as not to prefer the Man- 


ners or Cuſtoms of any other, to thoſe of 


your 


„ 
your own. For Euripides affirms, he that 
praiſes the Manners of another Country, in 
that betrays his own. Socrates had that defe- 
rence to the Laws of Athens, that he wou'd 
not fly into a Foreign City even to ſave his 


Life. On the contrary here there is nothing 
* valuable, nothing charming, but what is fo? 


reign, and nothing ſo deſpicable as what is the 


Product of our own. There was One Demades 


in Athens, who choſe rather to pay the Fine 


fix d by the Laws, for employing any Foreign- 


er to ſing on the Athenian Stage, than let his 


- own Countrymen keep that Right which the 


Law gave them. But here we have ſcarce” a 
Man o Figure that is not paying a Fine every 


Winter for the Encouragement of [talians, 


and Ruin of the Engliſh Maſters of | Muſic. 


But more of this when we come to our Diver- 
ſions, and ill Taſte in the Arts. 


A Man, that ſhou'd pretend to direct his 
Endeavours to carry Liberty to its Height in 
Britain, wou'd go againſt the general Current 
of the Genius of the Country, and by conſe- 
quence wou'd purſue a meer Viſionary Aim, 
which cou'd never be brought to any Effect. 


here have been more than one Opportu- 


nity of fixing Liberty in the largeſt Senſe, but 
we never thought fit to ſecure it from any fu- 
ture Danger. The Event of the War be- 
tween the King and Parliament put it into the 


People's Power to have had ſuch a Security ot 


their Liberty, that it cou'd not have been in 
the power of any Favourite, or Mal- Admini- 


ſtration, to have brought them into Danger. 
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But instead of that, under Pretence of a 2 i 
State, a few Pretended Patriots, full of Zeal 
for their own private Gain, ſet up a Military 
Tyranny, which cut off the King's Head, 
and made a more Arbitrary Perſon . 

| of our Lives, and Fortunes. ; 


Well, he dies, Richard is laid odds; and | 
1 Committees of Safety and the like meet daily 
to ſettle the Nation, to very little Purpoſe; 

for a private Spirit reign'd among the Men 
then in Power, and the Public Good was the 
leaſt thought of, and this brought forth Auar- 
' chy and Confuſion, and that the Glorious Re- 
ſtoration. Then did the People run mad with 
that Bleſſing; and being convinc'd of their 
own Unfitneſs for any Liberty, but the Plea- 
ſure of their Prince, they declar'd, 12 of Car. 


II. That he might do what he pleas'd- with 


their Lives, and Fortunes, for he was accoun- 
table to none but God. So that if Portſmvurth 

ſhou'd have taken a Toy in her Head, to have 
half or all the Wealth of the City, and his 
Najeſty had been vanquiſh'd by his Love and 
her Importunity, to deliver it her, the 
were bound to have given it to what Meſſen- | 
ger Her Grace ſhou'd have thought fitting to 
ſend for it. With this the Pulpit fell in amain, 
N Doctrines that pleaſe a Court will always 

be ſacred to thoſe that hope Preferment from 
the Court) Paſſive Obtdiexce, and Non Refi- 
| ſtance were made part of our Creed, and Con- 
ditions of our Salvation, and, tho far from 
being plainly to be found in the Goſpel, more 

inſiſted on by the Clergy, than all the eyident = 
, Dogrines of the wy es etl . 


But 


1 


e 
Bus ſome will tell you it was 4 Tic! 
Jo curry Favour with the Crown 
And make Preferments all their own. 
But as Ill Fortune wou'd have it, King 
Charles of Pious Memory ſubmits to Fate; 


and James the Juſt makes his Acceſſion to the 
Throne of his AnceFors; and with him enter 


Popery, Priefts, Jeſuits, Monks, Fryars, and 
the Reſt of the Holy Drones, with Croſſes, 
Beads, Indulgences, Maſſes, &c. The good, 


Juſt, and wile King thought himſelf ſure of 
the Clergy of the Church of England, ſince 


they had for ſo many Vears, preach'd it up to 
their ſeveral Congregations, that his Mill was 
not to be reſiſted, not even for the Salvation 
of all Mankind. Yet was he deceiv'd; for he 


> - no ſooner began to tread on their Toes, and 
nibble at one College of one of the Univerſi - 
ties, but they apply'd to a foreign State for 
an Army, and a Leader, to turn their Jure 
Divino King out of Doors; Sancroft himſelf 


invited the Prince of Orange to take the Go- 


vernment upon him, and took away the Keys 
of the Tewer from Mr. Skelton, King James s 


Governour, and Father to a Gentleman whoſe 
Miſtake of a Name, has made ſome Noiſe in 


the Nation of late. And thus exennt once 
more Popery, Priests, Jeſuits, Maſſes, Roſaries, 
& c. And now once again as you were iy 


At this time we had another Opportunity of 
fixing our Liberties for ever. The N-n-reſs- 


King Clergy ſwore to Reſiſtance, and no Talk | 
for tome Time of their Diana of Paſſive O. 


e dience. 


E LET. 
But ſoon growing diſſatisfy'd with the Conduct 
of the fucceeding Miniſtries, as not paying 
Deference enough to the Gown, they return'd 
like Dogs to the Vomit of their old Topic 
once more; and in ſpite of their Acting and 
Oaths, by Virtue of which they only had Power 
to preach, with a ſtrange bold Contradiction 
they began to thunder out their Anathema's a- 
gainſt Reſiſtance on any Account whatſoever, 


never remembring that thoſe muſt firſt. reach 


the mſelves, or not caring whether they did or 
not ; provided they could by that means lead a 


0 


ſtupid Generation ſo far into their Intereſt, | 


as to eſtabliſh their Power. 


In the mean while the Whiggs got into Pow- 
er, but acted like the rankeſt of Tories, for- 
ſook their old Friends, and had not much Re- 
gard to any thing but what was fer their 


Gain. The Laws, and Liberties of the People 


were the Baits to eſtabliſh them with the Peo- 
ple, but the Fiſh that they angled for were Ri- 


ches and Power. Good Laws were often indeed 


enacted, but not the leaſt Care taken of their 
being put in Execution. They aſſum'd a plau- 
fible Face of falſe Godlineſs in the midſt of all 


Lewdneſs, Luxury, and Profanenefs. They 


were zealous againſt the poor Drury Lane La- 
dies of Pleaſure; and the Smithfield Players 
and Poets were ſenſible of their Reſentments. 
The ancient Rights of Bartholomew Fair were 
"eppreſs'd, . but Cheating, Bribery, and Op- 
preſſion found no zealous Reformers. For- 
getting that as Harrington obſerves, you in 
vain perſuade a People that they are free, as 
logg as you deny them the Diverſions _— | 
= WEE 1 light 


„ 


lighr in; and this next to the Parſons, began 
to alienate the Hearts of the Populace from ſo 
fooliſhly rigid an Adminiſtration; for when 
they found that Avarice, Treachery, Hypo- 
criſy, and the like, every Day encreas'd with- 
out any Rebuff, till at laſt they eat up all pu- 
blic Spirit; they grew weary of thoſe that 
were not ſatisfy'd to be wicked in all Kinds 
themſelves, but wou'd deprive them of thoſe 
innocent Pleaſures, that amus'd them in their 
Sufferings by a long and expenſive War. 


Poverty, or at leaſt an unavaritious Frugali- 


ty is the inſeperable Companion of owns! 
and Public Virtue; Avarice and Luxury are al- 
ways the. Attendants of Riches, and theſe 


have ever been the Corrupters of Mankind. 
While the Spartans obſerv'd thoſe Laws of 
Lycurgus which baniſh'd Gold, Avarice, and 
Luxury, their State and their Liberties flo= 

_  riſfd and made them formidable. Before the 
Conqueſt of Aſia Rome had Virtue, Rome had 
ILIEEBRTY: But with the Spoils of that Coun- 
try, Wealth, Luxury, and Ayarice enter'd, 
and vanquiſh'd the Vanquiſhers of the Known 


World, and ſoon eat up their Public Virtue, 


and with that the Roman Liberty. But who is 
there of Britiſh Extraction in our Days, that 


will prefer Poverty to Riches? Virtue to Li- 


cCentiouſneſs and Luxury? Or therefore Liber- 
ty to Slavery ? Who therefore can be for a 
CCC 5 


The Face of Rome after the Aſiatic Wealth _ 
had corrupted her Virtueʒ was wholly chang'd, _ 
and Avarice ſo general that it grew a Proverb 
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that all things were venal at Rome. And when 
Fugurtha had been there and ſcatter'd his 

Bribes among the wealthy Nobility, but inſuf- 

ficient to purchaſe what he ſought; as he went 


from it he turn'd himſelf back, and ſurvey ing 


the City, fell into this Exclamation. O vena- 

lem Urbem, et fi Emptorem inveniſſet, cito peri- | 
and that ſoon wou'd periſh 

Af any one bad Money enough to purehaſe it. 


turam ! O venal City, 


| "Tha Deſtructiveneſs of this Vice to Society 


made Saluſt in his Advice to Julius Cæſar de or- 
dinanda Republica, have theſe Words Sed 
multo maximum Bonum Patrie, Civibus, tibi, 


Liberis, poſtremo Humano Generi pepereris, ſi Stu- 
dium Pecuniæ aut ſuſtuleris, aut quoad Res feret 
minueris, aliter neque Privata Res, neque Publi- 
ca, neque Domi, neque Militiæ, regs poteſt. 
Nam ubi Cupido Divitiarum invaſu, neque Diſ- 
ciplina, neque Artes bone, neque Fudicium ullum 
Jatis pollet, quin Ani mus magis, aut minus matu- 

re, poſtremo tamen ſuccumbat, &c. The greatest 
Good you can do your Country, this City, your ſelf, 
Jour Poſterity, and indeed all Mankind, is to take 
away, or at leaſt to leſſen, as far as humane Nature, 
and the Neceſſities of Life will permit, that eager In- 
tenſeneſe, and Zeal for Money which now prevails, 
elſe there can be no juſt Adminiftration of Affairs 


Public or Private, in War or Peace. For where ever 


| this Luft of Riches invades, neither Diſcipline, 
| wholeſome Arts, or any Strength of Judgment, 
are able to be ſo much upon the Guard as entirely 


"ey , 


to prevent the Mind from | falling | ooner or later un- 


. 


And 
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And Ab thb Reaſon of this Advice be ene 


in rhe ſame Diſcourſe; that Avarice—' Ze 


. 1 immun, intoleranda en; 5. quo. tendit, Oppi- 
| 22 46,7 Fanta, at atque Domps vaitar, Divina 
cum permi cet; 


5 Neque Exercitus, neque 
fua penetret. Fama, 


Mania e quo th 
| Puicitia,” Liberis, Parria, - Atque Parentibus, 


'errtos. Mortales poll Avarice 15 4 Beat 5 
will and full of inſupporrable Cruelty ; where -ere 


it joune it ſpreads a vat e ages round. 4 


t lays waſte Houſes, Temples, Towns, and 
Countries, impiouſiy and Fe 


Houſly*. mingling 
Things divine and humane ; no Wil wing 


| Strength enough, nor Army ws enough to reſiſt 


its 5, 85 — hilt it robs all Men of Fame, Me- 


laren, | Parents, 8 95 &c. 


8 4 


» poetic or hyperbolical Flight; but the Ob- 
ſer vation of a Man of unn + 


* 


| is there any need to give a of os 
great Influence it has vn the Minds of almoſt 
All this Nation, from the greateſt Poſt and E- | 
ſtates to the loweſt and leaſt? Have we not in 
vur Days found that Ten or Fifteen Thouſand 
4 Lear cou'd not ſatisfy. Men fo far as to ſet 


them above ſelling their Votes for Places, and 


Penſions? Have we not ſeen the Haughty : and - 
Proud meanly be the wretehed Tools of Men 
of Under Births and Fortunes, who had the 
5 Diſpoſal of Places and Truſts. Hays we not 


2228 


D 5 ſeen 


This 18 no Eentbiün aſtic Tine of Welte 5 


Who ſaw. the 
difmal Effects of it in that City, which had 
built its Power on contrary Maxims, and 
wWwjhich he ſaw haſtening to its Rigby. the * 
— ralence of this 8 i 


A uyarice being ſo general and ſo prevalent in 
this Nation, I ſhall give a Copy of a Memori- 
al preſented, to a Perſon. of high Degree 
on this Head, and who is as eminent for his 
Avarice as his Quality. E other things 
recommendinga public Spirit he 1a | 


not enough weigh'd the Nature, of Go- 


Conſtitution in particular. For if the 
Nobility grow cheap and low in the E 
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Our Nobility ( ibis Mapuſcript) have 
vernment in general, or of the Engliſh 
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of the People (as they: will ſurely do where 


they neglect diſtinguiſhing themſelves as much 


by their Honour as their Titles) by loſing = 
their Intereſt they weaken that Part of the 


Conſtitution, which has the Power to do more 


for the Preſervation of the whole, if it keep 


up to the Dignity of the Order, perhaps than 


: all the Reſt. But the Exglifþ People have al- 
ways paid more to perſonal Worth, than to 


empty Titles, eſpecially when they ſtand in 


Competition. Britain has valu'd it ſelf ex- 
tremely on being a Free Nation, and ſuch are 
ſeldom won by leſs than Attempts, at leaſt, at 
Public Actions. The Popularity which ariſes 

thence is noble and deſirable, and cannot juſtly 


be condemn'd of Vanity, ont of a Falſe Stoical 
or Chriſtian Humility (in which pure Religion 


public Examples are often and emphatically 
recommended) For that can be no Vertue, 
that is inconſiſtent with Humane Society, as 
the falſe Ke that contemgs Glory, is. 


God made Man. a Rational and Sociable | 


__ _ Creature; nay He has put him under ſo great 
a2 Neceſſity of Society, that he cannot ſubſiſt 
without the Benefits of 
ho promote Docrines deſtructive of that So- 
ciety, muſt neceſſarily he adious to its Wiſe 
Author, Eternal Providence, as thoſe on the 
Contrary muſt be moſt agreeable to that, wha 
advance Maxims moſt conducive to the public 


The falſe Maxims of Seneca, and thoſe nog 
leſs pernicious of the Monks and Recluſes, 
have produc'd very conſiderable Damage ta 


the Republic of Europe, and eat out the Cor: 


Wy Ag 


it. Thoſe, therefore, 
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the Refuge of Sloth, and the — xl 
Mean and Private Spirit; Enemies 882 


ak 


The Contempt * Glory is a Dogrine; 


that promotes Avarice 3 for thoſe who look on 
_ Reputarionas-a Bubble, and eſteem it a crimi- | 
nal Vanity, will not: be over {ollicitous of 


what is ſaid of them; 


by that lndiſference lo- 


| {ing one Guard of Virtue, and one Defence a- 


gainſt the Aſſaults of Vice, eſpecially of Ava- 


vice, and the blind Purſuit of Riches: For 


while Seneca wrote againſt Glory he amaſs d 
vaſt Riches together by baſe Uſury and Extor- 


tion and while the Monks wrote for Retire. 


ment, and againſt worldly Dignities, they en: 


rer the Wealth and Power of ane 


o 5 


certainly oughtto de indiffrentin 


Pablie is in Danger. A NOBLEMAN par- 
ry ought to have a Public Spirit, and 


as receiving the Quality, and Title for, 
and from The public Service; and - 
diſtinguiſh'd- by public Honburs. Nay the 


. falſe Stateſinan, who. employs.all bis Inte- 
. reſt in making up to himſelf a great E. 


ſtate, ought for his | own Security. (if he 


1 underſtood it) to promote that dhe pu- 


blic; ſince without that he can have. ne 
= 9 his ie 5 


irs; for every Man being con- 
cCern'd in the public Good, every Man ought 
to have a Regard to, And a Zeal for it, ſince 
no private Good can be ſecure, when that of 


the — 


; be. zealous for the Intereſt of the Nation, 


The 1 f 


' which n 
and which, was never the Aim or Endeavours 


EE 4s (a 5 
\ The Neceſbty, therefore, and Obligation; 
| that. every one bas to contribute fo the 


public Advantage, or Service, is a ſuffcient 
Proof of the Folly. and Wickedneſs of Rey 
cluſe Principles, and Contempt of Glay. 


Tho” the Preference of an active Life is tdo 


evident to need Arguments to evince ſo noto- 
rious a Truth; the latter confining us nar- 


23 to dur ſelves alone, the farmer extends 
to the denen al Thouſonds. . e Sh 


. 


This Virgs ſaw — he. las: the Be | 
man Art of Government daa he ejenges: al 


be, py 
: - Excudent alif ſpiramia » molliz „. a, TY | . 
Ty regere Imperio Populoa Roman mem 33 


5 galy uſeleſs eculations, and prov'd enly the 
rſeries of philoſophical Pride; where 


vancing different Summum Bqrums, they loſt 
the . e ſolid Good of the Public, in 
Good of all Particulars is included, 


_ of the Gown.in any Region, who by preach- 


Poarines, make Men worſe, than they might 
be, if they propos'd things more obvious to 


the falſe Pleaſures of Speculation: are too lazy, 


4 


1 Tn 


"The Schools, and Gardans of bes bred 1 


while the Heads of each Sect were dufy in ad- 


ing up Impracticable Duties, and Unintelligible 


Wn LES os 


our Underſtanding and Practice, And indeed 


and ſupine to give a ſtrong and rational De- 
light. That which flows to à Man of Senſe 
N Lie, 9 9 A 
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8 Pr For how can the ſlothful Retirement of - 
à melancholy pedantic Life afford half the ra- 
Tional Satisfaction, that a Man of Buſineſs finds 


in the Succeſs of his Counſets,” and Endea- 


| —— for the publie Good; when he reflects, "Ih 

that ſo many Millions (that is to ſay his — | 
Country): depend on and are happy b 

Care, lnduſtry, and Addreſs. Recirrhvent 


ran afford no brisk and lively Pleaſure, being 

remov'd from all thoſe Actions or Accidents, 
that only can give it a Reliſh, which can never 5 
be found in a calm inſtpid Inactivity. For 


__ Slothat beſt can only furniſh a bare heavy In- 
dolence, a E — without — 


ing great an tranſporting. * 


This Preheninence of an Aﬀtive Life i is = 


1 meerly imaginary, but founded on Reaſon in 


the Nature of Humane Society: For that being 


built on mutual Aſſiſtance, thoſe who moſt 
contribute to that muſt act moſt according to 
Reaſon, and the common Security. Whereas 


if the Selfiſh and Recluſe Humonr prevail, the 


the private muſt be deſtroy'd, whilſt every 


Man direQs his whole Care to his own parti- 


cular, and preſent miſtaken Tranquility. If 
Man look'd only on the okra without any 
Bye to the future, in what avs be woah a bY 
1 or an lardt 8 : 


1 confeſs there is no wn" Fear wat chisx re- 


cluſe Spirit ſhou'd ever be univerſal, yet Spare E: 


affords us an undeniable Proof of the pernici- 


dus Conſequence, that it may be to the Public. 
1 For the vaſt Dos * People to the 4- 


7 


public Security muſt fall, and by conſequence 5 


. 
- 
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mericas Conqueſt,” was not more fatal to 


the Power of Spain, than the overgrown 
Number of Religious Houſes, beyond all 
Proportion to the reſt of the People, where 


there are daily ſo many bury'd to the public 


15 1 Mode of with-drawing from the 


* 


Public i to the Private - in this Proteſfam 
Kingdom, yet, there are other Ways not 
leſs detrimental. to the 2 


this Nation. For whatever diverts a Man 


fe 


from a Public to a Private Spirit, muſt con- 


tribute to the Common Deſtruction; and that 


is the Spirit of AvaRicz, which is ſo far - 
ſpread among us. For it promotes, too effica= 


ciouſly, a Principle of DiſtigQion between the 


Miſtake, makes, Men always facrifice the firſt 


1 


to the laſt, which in time muſt inevitably de- ; 


roy bot. 


41 


dt nd 955 21 mY 135 On W 1 36k. a 
Avxarice has the ſame (if not a much rhors 
pernicious) Effect on the Public, as that me 


lancholy recluſe Temper ; for it robs the state 
of as many. 


ſons infected with it; nay by ſetting up 4 


diſtinct Intereſt in them from that of ches 


Public, it cteates ſo many dangerous Ene 
mies in its Boſom. And this diſtinct Inte- 
reſt does greater or leſs Damage to the 


State, in Proportion to the Poſt, Quality, and 


r 


TFoper of the Avaririow Man. 


1 r 
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But tho? there. be no great Fear of that 


| Prrhajy ares, which haye too much prevail'd 


ſeful Members, as there are Per: 


—— — — — » 


Ca) 

For let us ſaßpoſe afirſt Meike d state, 
1 "nad a Fuvoarite ertteaatty cotetous, and chen 
dd 40 This Sappefition a Propofal made to 
im for dhe Fudlic Benefit, by hich little or 
 Mbothing' flows into his own. Bags; out of a 

' a Habitude of Court Civility, or "unable ; + 
2 contradict Demonſtration, he may approyethe J 
Deſigu, und give Hopes endugh of Succeſs 
40 berray one te à long Dependance; but it 
__ wwoudbea Laviſh Credulity to believe that he 
Will -ever have ineerity enongh to accomplith 
or he fas too many private Aims and 
| Occafions to make uſe of his Inteteſt with his 
Prince, far the increaſing his own Weck, 
and Eſtate, to throw away one e for 
. . e the Public. , WS. 


Huld 


185 On che other hand, ive we Tbs to LY 


FpPoaſe yet another Propoſal rade to the ſame a- 


Faritious Favourite, and that extremely bene- 
Heinl to himſelf but detrimental to the Public. 
He is not able te withſtand the Temptation, 
he has no Power to reſiſt the Gold it bring 15 
for that has no Faults in his E e; and 

7 


being infinitely. charn?d with, its Boautty 
N — d figd how he ſhall enjoy it, ee 


he employs all his "ive Arts of modern Poli; 


ſome plaufible Pretence of Public Intereſt = 


Neoceflity': Which Knack alone has more than 
once mate Man's Fortune, and advanced him 
from a Projector to a Miniſter of State. Fran- 
ceſco di Patz, 4 Florentine Spendthrift, was 
introducd to Pope Sr IV. for his Dexteri 
and Addrefs in finding out new Impoſts, aud 
Taxes, under plauſible Titles; and for that 
Faculty alone was by that Pope rais'd to be a 
| Favorite and VI Miniſter of State. Bur 


0 . 


1 


a 
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But if you will yet give me Leave once a- 
___ gain to ſuppoſe that the Gold and Addreſs of 
__ . ſome Foreign Prince makes Way to this Favo- 
tite, to betray the Secrets, or to miſlead the 
Counſels of his King and Country, what De- 


fence has he againſt the powerful Charms of 
ſuch a Bribe ? His Judgment is blinded by De- 
fre; the only thing he loves is offer d to his 


Poſſeſſion : His Vertue (if ever he had any) 
is long ſince forgot, and ſunk in the Opinion 


that it is nothing but a ſpecious Name, of no 


farther Uſe, than to ſerve his Turn; a taking 
Bait to angle for Truſts, and his greateſt Se- - 
curity in betraying them. How cbud ( ay) 
if 


ſuch a Favourite refuſe ſelling his Country, if 
he met with a Prince, that wou'd come to his 


\ 


„ 


and Actions to the lazy Satisfaction of their 
on brutal or infamous Juclinations. Their 
{TEN E ö  * Offentacien 


. 
I : 


1 at . 5 | 
| Oltentation of Vanity is conſin'd to the nar- 
row Circle of themſelves, and cuts them off 
from the Public more. irrationally, than the 
Poor Principles of a Monkiſh Recluſe. For at 
the ſame time that they run down the gene- 
Tous Vanity of the Greeks, and Romans, their 
noble Pride of great and heroic Actions in the 
Service of the Public, they wou'd fain ſwell 
above the Yulgar with a falſe Pride of Birth, | 
Title, or Wealth: But if as the Advocate of 
Truth 1 might have Leave to ſpeak my Mind, 
I wou'd ask them what Pretence any Man has 
to Pride, or the preferring. himfelf to another 
who does good to no Man? Whereas indeed 
he ought as little to value himſelf as to expect 
the Eſteem and Devotion of others. Aſſuming 
without Merit is the laſt Point of the Ridicu- 
lous, for thus Fops, ugly Coquets and Poeta- 
ſters raiſe not our Value but move our LAOS: 
| ter and Contempt. 3 18 


5055 this Source Ii prings that mean cho? con+ 
ceited Content to ſink and paſs away in te 
common Flood of Mankind without the leaſt - , 
Diſtinction from the Vulgar buta Marble Monu- - 
ment, to teil us that ſuch a+ worthleſs Creature 
once had a Being in humane Society, to the 
Good of which be never contributed any thing. - 


. Sat FF, 1 ? Ouid prodeſt Pontice longo 
| Cane vine, 8 Tae n V. alu, 
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= As "TIP r of * Avail Is. an 
1 ancient and de Uogo edigree, if the preſent Poſ- 
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rit? ; 'Tis but a Smoky Glory, a va nity exiſti ng | 


in Fancy only, but in Reality does but heigh- 


ten our Contempt, and more expoſe his Fol- 


ty and Vice. While the Eſteem, that flows 


from public Actions is firm, juſt, and extended. 


That which comes from Title is precarious, 


and confin'd to the Hats and Cringes of theigh 


Followers. 


: 


Ah, My Lord! What different Principles 
„ ane, RITTER 


DOmnibus qui Patriam conſervaverint, adjuve= _ 


rint, auxerint, certus eſt in Calo. & definitus Lo- 


cus, ubi Sempiterno Gaudio fruumtur Beati. Alt . 


4 that haue preſery'd, aſſiſted, or enlarg d their 


Country, have a certain and fix d Abode in Hea- 
ven, where they will enjoy an Everlaſting Beati= 


Patrid, aut oppreſſa, beatus eſſe ? Who can be happy, 


= that has either forſaken or oppreſsd his Country? 


Theſe are Maxims worthy a true Nobleman ; 


_ worthy a Man moſt diſtioguiſh'd from a Brute 

by his Reaſon; forſaking which he has no 
» Preheminence above his Horſe, nay the Horſe 
indeed is the Nobler Creature, and more juſt- 
ly proud in its Uſefulneſs, and Action. 


They were the foregoing Principles, that : 


gave Rome her Decij, Fabritij, Cocles, Camillus 
Regulus, Bruti, and the like. From the ſame 


in the Corruption of a Modern Age, ſprung- 
the immortal Lorenzo di Medici; Men givin 


their Nations by Providence, as Bleſſings wor- 


I 
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kz the Gift of Eternal Wiſdomn. 
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Men of any Authority? Or are they only the 


wild Caprice cf Enthuſiaſm ?. Are they found- 


ed on Reaſon? Or only in Fancy? Is our ge- 
neral Neglect of great and public Actions, and 
blind Zeal for private Benefit, more rational 


rempt of the Laſt? Or were thoſe fingular A- 


ions, to which the Common- wealth ow'd its 
Reputation, Security and Power (Slo Nomine 
. vincentes, as Ammianus Marcellinus obſerves, 


conquering by their very Name alone] truly brave 


or not? Are they more or leſs conducive to 


the Public (which always includes the Private} | 
rice, or Retirement? Or are they not indeed 


inflnitely more conducive to the Welfare of our 
Country, than our mechanic Maxims ? What 

: Motives have we to do any great, or brave a- 

tions, for the Set vice of our Prince or State? 


Money" is the whole Aim of our Actions, and 


Motive of our Endeavours; and that which 


promotes moſt Gain, is ſureſt ro engage our 


| Attempts. But alas very few of thoſe Actions 
That bring in moſt Moneys are moſt for the Pu- 
die intereſt, and where the public Good and 


private Gain contend, the firſt is ſure always 


to loſe the Day. 480 indeed to fo wretch- 


dd a Degree we are fall'n, and ſonigh the very = 
Brink of Ruin, that to diſappoint the Succeſs 


bk any Deſign, it is ſafficient only, that it be 
ſeazible, and tending evjdently to Public Benefit. 
This Vice of Avarice has robb'd many of 
dur Great Men of that Veneration and Eſteem, 
People wou'd elſe have paid them; for this 


cuts 


. 


1 7 (29) 


| eutsoff all Means of Popularity, ſqueezing all 


the Faculties of the Soul into a very Narrow 

| Compaſs. For getting Money being the whole 
Aim of the Avaritious Mind, it deſtroys all 
that, which ſhou'd render Men truly valuable, 


that is truly noble, and diſtingbiſh'd from tan 


Common Rank. For Covetouſaeſs is not di 
ſtinguiſhing, a Cobler that is covetous is as cali» 
tious, parcimonious, and griping, in his ſmall 
Stock, as the Citizen or Lord in their great- 
er. Prodigality is preferable to Avarice, as 
being more beneficial to the Public. For the 
Profuſion of one makes the Money circulate to 
the Advantage ot many, while the Avarice of 
dne, is the Oppreſſion of many, who wou'd 
elſe have been uſetul Members of the Common- 
wealth. Avarice naturally directs its Votaries - 
to the Performance of Poor aud Little AQi- . 
ons, which as naturally produce Abhorrence, 
and Contempt, in the Generality of Man- 
kind; and it is a Hard Matter in our Age 
(when Men have aſſum'd ſo great a Liberty of 
making uſe of their own Reaſon) to perſuade 
Men, that the Prince can give a real Value for 
that, which Reaſon and Nature command our 


; ' Beſides it is the moſt irrational and fooliſh of b 
Vices. The amaſſing of Money in order to 
expend it in gaining Power, Intereſt, Glory, 


or the like, may plead ſome Excuſe, tho it 


went even to Rapine and Oppreſſion, becauſe 
there is ſome End propos d of the Action; 
but to rake it together meerly to have Moun- 
tains of Gold by one, is a prepoſterous De- 
ire to be among Feaſting and Banquets with- 
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ut either Appetite or Stomach; as a certain 
Fellow of the Royal Society, who ſtare'd 


himſelf, and left 12000 broad Pieces in his 
Cheſt, which Was poſleſs'd by a Relation he 
never valu'd, or ſcarce :convers'd with. I 


_ wou'd fain know whether that Man, who pro- 


oſes no rational End or Aim of his Actions, 
deſerves the Name of a Man, which implies a 


Rational Creature? Nay: he muſt be below a i. 


Brute, for a Brute acts not without Deſign, di- 


recting all its Actions to the Preſervation or 
Propagation of its Being or its Kind, Now F 
challenge all the Devotes of Avarice to lay 


down any rational End of their Deſires, and 


Endeavours. Is that then worthy a Man of 
Quality, that is not worthy a Man? ee 


But this is too large a Theme throughly ta 


diſcuſs in this Place, it may. ſuffice to fay that 5 ; 


there is no Vice more deſtructive of humane 
Society, and the Good and Happineſs of all pu- 
blic Communities. Cicero in his Oration for 


Roſcims Amerinus gives you its Parents and Chil- 


dren. In Urbe Luxuries creatur, ex  Luxuria 


exiſtat Avaritia neceſſe eſt, ex Avaritia erumpat 


Auducia, inde. omnia Scelera & Maleficia gignun- 


tur. Luxury is the Product of Cities, Avarice the 
| © Child of Luxury, Impudence ariſes from Avarice, 
of which are born all that is wicled and criminal. 


Thus far my Manuſcript on the Ayarice of 


our Great Men, and the public Spirit, that is 
neceſſary to ſupport a free People. Perhaps the 


Reader would be glad to know what Effect 


his Diſcourſe had, where addreſs'd; I muſt 
be Plain with him, None at all. Men may be 


_ - reclaim'd 


reclaim'd from all Vices but Avuarice, but no 
Age ever yet gave us a ſingle Inſtance of an 
 Avaritious Man's turning generous. Whence 
we may ſee whether the general Prevalence of 
_ this Vice is not a ſufficient Ground for 'the 
loud Groans of Great Britain; ' eſpecially 
when it is ſpread from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, almoſt all Offices are poſſeſs'd of it, 
and all Trades infected, at leaſt all that thrivre 
and make a Figure. Ye Britons then, never. 
dream of Liberty, ye are not fit for it, it can - 


not ſubfiſt in your Clime. 


Beſides this Want of public Spirit, and Le- 
proſy of Covetouſneſs, a falſe Pride ſwells our 
_ Great Men; an Over-value for themſelves, 
and their Equipage, their Money and their 


Titles robs them. of all Regard to the Good of 


others. And yet at the ſame Time, that they 
overlook Men of Merit, they admit Sharpers 


to a Familiarity, tho? they roſe from the Tap 


* * 3 
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Another Degeneracy of the Great is, that 
they are generally more influenced by ſome 
Servant, than by any Value for Merit in any. 


Kind; and thoſe Servants that are moſt in fa- 
vour are Foreigners, Frenchmen. A middle 
rate French Painter being come to London, ap- 


plies himſelf to the Miniſters of the French. 


Congregations to get into Buſineſs; ſo after 


Service the Next Sunday, Each applies himſelf 


to the Valets of his Congregation; Gentlemen 


Valets des Chambres, here is 4 diftreſsd Brother 

and Country Mau of ours come to Town, , a Pai- 

ter by Profeſſion, and good enough to paſs here for 
TCC 
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Weeks time is throng'd with 
Gentlemen for their Pictures. 


I The Servants finding ſuch Power over their 
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| Ghrellent by your Recommendation : your Lards and 
Ladies ſee by your Eyes, and judge from your Ac- 
Counts of things © you mu therefore all of you re- 


commend this Monſieur du 4s one of the grgate i 


1 Mafters of France. The Miniſter having done 
his Harangue diſmiſs'd his People, the Pain- 


ter takes a Houſe in Leiceſſer Fields, and in a 
Ladies and 


Maſters, will naturally abuſe it for their own 


Intereſt, which is the Cauſe of many Scandals 


on their Lords, and Injuries to others. Vet if 


an one ſhou'd inform this noble Lord or that 
noble Lady of this, they are ſo far from be- 


ing pleas d with the honeſt Diſcovery, that 
they think it a Reflection on their Jadgment, 
and you are diſgrac'd; 
has the Ear of 


and 9006 — The treacherous Servant 
is the more careſs'd, 


For a faw ning Valet or Secretary 


2 Great Man more, than all the Merits of 


Learning, Wit, or Honeſty. They arefonder 


of Trifles than of Senſe. One of theſe Great 
Men not many Years ago, gave 300 Guineas to 
' a French Piper for a few Tunes on the Haus 
Bois, and afterwards gave a Man of no Mean 
Figure in the Common- wealth of Letters, but 
3 oö for the Dedication of a vefy valuable Folio; 


tho? his Secretary, who govern'd his Liberali- 
ty, had been bred at the Feet of Gamaliel, and 


_ pretended himſelf to Wit. Nay L have known 
@ Miniſter of State give to an ugly flat- 
fac'd, over-ridden Whore 20 Guineas in 
© Diſtreſs, and to a Man of Learning 
Two Guineas after Three Months waiting, 
tho in greater Diſtreſs. DR | 


To 


Io ſet this out in a plainer Light I win 
give you. a couple of ſhort Dialogues. I once 


over heard on this Subject. Colonel Friendlove | 


a Man of Honour and Bravery meeting my 
Lord Flaſh thus addreſs'd him. 285 
F,. My Lord, Trueman a Perſon of Merit, 
Wit and Learning is reduc'd to great Neceſ- 

ſity, twoud be generous in your Lordſhip to 

contribute ſomething towards his Relief. 
Tord. Faith Ned, I am fo throughly Ex- 
huauſted, that I have not a Penny to ſpare, I 


7 have ſubſcrib'd an hundred Guineas to the 


Opera; and honeſt Se Frowfy, a neceſſary 
Woman in her Occupation, a Bawd of good 


Judgment is under fome Diſtreſs, I am oblig'd 9 


to ſubſcribe with ſome other Gentlemen to 
her Support. Then there is Rochferina, who 
being worn out in the Service of the Bed, 
wants 7001. to ſet her up in a Coffee-houſe. 
All the Bean de have given large Contri- 
| bution: Whig and Tory ſtrive who ſhall give 
moſt, my Lord— threw down threefcore Gui- 
neas at once, ſo that I cant in Honour but 
make one: So that dear Ned I beg you'd ex- 
cuſe me, Trueman I confeſs is a Man of Merit 
_ am TE party bag; but oo ot no 
Col. But, My Lord, Men of Quality ſhou'd 
think the ſupport of One Man of Merit and 
Senſe of more Value, and more worthy their 
Bounty, than all the Rochferinas in the Nation, 
if ſhe had as many Charms as ſome Men have 
thought her to have. e 


* , 


| Lord; Good Colonel Friendlove you know 


the Quality — When did you know one of 


them part with a Guinea without Pain for a 
truly generous Action? Tho? they throw a- 
_ _ . Way Thouſands . Day og Vice and Folly, 
A. ER C Ep 
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to be ont of the Mode is to hs out of the 


World, and not like a Man of Quality. To 
take Care of a Man of Senſe and Learning we 
| Men of Quality look on as a fort of Vanity 


nite out of Date, and very pedantic; the 


q —.— that are themſelves Men of Letters 


are aſhamed of it. Prithee Dear Ned conſi- 


der my Expences, I have half a Dozen Whores 
and two Bawds extraordinary, who are not . 

known to the Town, beſides my Footmen and 
Valet who muſt be encourag'd in their Pim- 
ping. And then reckon how many Thouſand 


Expences I muſt” be at at Play; and what 
then can 1 have to give to Men of Merit. Be- 


ſides dear Ned, what do you call Merit? Can 


he Pimp for me? Can he make me Laugh. 
For if a Man can't do any immediate Service 


to my Pleaſures, I can't imagine where his 
Merit hes. 


The Colonel -prefs'd hard, but the Lord 


left him full of Laughter. The other or 

logue was between a Gentleman of a Co : 

tent Fortue to appear well himſelf, but not 4 

do much for a Friend. His Name we ſhall here 

7 Manly, and another of large Fortune, 
i 


ittle Senſe, and leſs Generaſity, his * 


we'l ſuppoſe Grovel. 


Grov. Prithee what threadbare Fellow. was 


that with whom you par ted when I met ne” 


Manly. A Man. 
 Grov. That 1 ſaw. 
Man. A Gentleman. | 
. Grov.. Some disbanded Officer | 8 
Man. A Man of Senſe and monly; a Man 


1 of Honour. 


Grov. Why on Devil does he not wear bet- 8 


Mar. 
an 

* 
. : | = 


n 
Man. Becauſe he wants Money.  , 
Grov. But he's a Scandal to ones Company. 


Man. Why prithee I don't converſe. with 
his Cloaths hut himſelf, he's a Man of Senſe 
and Learning, and if you like not his Garni- 
ture give him better. 
__ Grov, Why ſo? 
Man. For his Merit. | 
 Grov. In what? 

Aan. In good Senſe, in x Learning, in Hos 

our and Honeſty. 

SGrov. Merit, good Senſe, Learning— hum 
why what the Devil is all this to me — Can 
he pimp for me? Can he lye for me? Has he 

Intimacy with the Fair or the Great ? Can he 
Sive me Pleaſure? 

Man. He can give thy Soul Pleafure if thou 

5 an any Senſe; he can inform thy Underſtan- 

ding. 

Frov. My Soul! my Underſtanding ! ha! ha! 
ha! is that all? prithee who ns ma a Man 


1 on can only pleaſure the Soul ? 8 
1 an. What ! thou art one of thoſe vain Cox- 
s Fs that wilt be laviſh to thy Pimp, profuſe 


on thy Whore, e to thy Servants, and 
a Miſer to thy Friend, that is to a Man of 
Senſe. For none but fi 

king a Friend or honeſt Man. Thou never 
doſt a Favour but for thy own ſake; art ge- 


nerous only on thy Vice or Folly, and valueſt 
none but ſuch as are meanly ſubſervient to 


thy Intereſt or Luft. 
Grov. Why are not all the Rich and the 


Great fo? Who values another for any thing 


but his own ſake? Or what Great Man does 
any Favour but on the Extortion of an Age 
of Attendance 7 ? They are like PR ma- 


„ 


uch is capable of ma- 
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gratifying none bur 
for their own fake. $i - Gow BY 
By theſe two Dialogues we may fee the 


general Beat of the Rich to centre every 


thing in themſelves, to value nothing but for 


themſelves, ſhun no Vice that will gratify their 
Inclinations, to be ſhock'd at no Impiety, that 


will divert them, nor pleas'd with any Piery 
that reproaches their Irreligion. En + 


Humour is their Religion, Power their Lam; 


Their Wit Confufton, and their Will their Cauſe. a 


They eſteem nothing Mrong that promotes 

their Intereſt or Pleaſure, nor any thing Right 

that gives a Check to either; they are ſcaree 
ſo honeſt as to be Hypocrites, but by their 
open and avow'd Profaneſs, Licentiouſneſs, 


and Atheiſm, give Example and Encourage- 
ment to Sinners of a lower Claſs. Of the ge- 


nerous Tyes of Friendſhip they have no Idea; 
mutual Intereſt, Revenge, or Debauchery 


unite Particulars for a while, and they. fall ; 
from the greateſt Intimacy to the greateſt 


Enmity, without any Strugle or Remorſe. 


The deareſt, Friend, or the greateſt Quality . 


ſhall be deny'd Admittance, whilſt a ſplayfoo- 


ted pert Plebian ſhall paſs through all their 


Appartment without Controul; and when a 
Drab ſprung from the loweſt and moſt infa- 


mous of the Mob, and as abandon'd in' her 


Onderſtanding as Body, ſhall be admitted and 


receiv'd with eager Arms and ardent Eyes by 
the fond ſalaciqus Statesman, and the Reward 
of her loathſomè Embraces is more than wou'd 


EE provide for half the indigent Men of Senſe in 


ſues they | 
e 


are as tenacious of their Gold as Miſers, as if | 
Poverty wou'd attend what was given away 


from their. Vices and Pleaſures. 


„And yet they are ſo very Whimfical ſome 


of them, as to deſire to be thought Parrons, 
-» FavourtRs Or Men Or LETTFERSI Thus 


Sej anus a famous Trickſter in his Time, and 
who got both Wealth and Titles by his Cun- 


ning, ſet up for this as well as Religion, never 
meaning to exerciſe either. He indeed was 
familiar with a certain Buffoon of that Time, 


a notable Ridiculer of Religion tho? a Prieſt, 
who had more, than once chang'd his ſide, 
written round the Compaſs, but had this Con- 
ſtancy in all his Writings, to take Care to be 


always in the Wrong which ever Party he de- 


fended; but never did any thing for a Man of 
real Merit in the Common Wealth of Letters 


- from his Rite yo bla Falk ðͤ Ei, 
Varus whoſe Writings had met with much 
_ Applauſe apply'd to him in hopes from a pro- 
feſs'd Patron to find ſame Encouragement; 


believing that he might at leaſt be on a Level 
with his Valet de Chambre, and therefore ha- 


1 5 found out (by the Order of Sejanus him- 
ſelf) a ſmall Poſt for Subſiſtance, this Favourer 
of Men of Letters, making flight of the ſmall 


Requeſt, bid him fudy Spaniſh. The poor 
_ Gentleman not comprehending the Denial of 
his Suit in that diminitive Joke, applys 'him- 


ſelf to the learning that Language; pays a 
_ Maſter, and out of his little Stock furniſhes 
\ himſelf with Books, and being now arriv'd at 

a tolerable Maſtery in it, returns to our Fa- 


woxrite-; informs him of the Progreſs he had 


made according to his Order in the Spaniſh 


Tongue— Do you then ſays Sejanus underſtand 
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Spaniſh, yes, my Lord, replys the Author 
Why then honeſt Varus Buxnos Noctos ſays 


the Patron, and ſo left him without any other 
r „ | 


But indeed it was but a wanton whimſical. 


Air, that Sejanus had a Mind to give himſelf, 


after the ill digeſted Fumes of au over Nights 


Debauch, when he aſſum'd the Glorious Title 


of FAVOURER Or MEN Or LTT RS; alas! 
there goes more to the Forming a Patron, 
than Nature or Application ever did afford 
Him. there is requir'd a Greatneſs of Soul, a 
Largeneſs of Heart, wholly unknown to that 


Sentleman; a Patron ought to have a good 
Taſte himſelf in all the politer Arts, that he 


may be able to diſtinguiſh an Artiſt from a 
Pretender, elſe a ſuperficial Knowledge, a 
good Aſſurance, and a voluble Tongue will 
impoſe on his Underſtanding to reward the 
Impoſtor, and neglect the true Artiſt ; for of 


_ thoſe and a ſervile fawning flatering Temper 


the general Vanity, and Ignorance - of the 


Wealthy and the Powerful are always fond. 


But a Man that has all the Merit of Horace or 


Pirgil, with the Modeſty of the latter, may 
ſtarve while Coxcombs and Pedants carry the 


Piſo a Man of diſtinguiſb'd Taſte in ſome 


of the fine Arts, for his Quality, was deflr'd 
to ſollicit the .Crown for a Service done by 


Curio, a Man whom he allow'd to be an Artiſt, 


yet Piſo wou'd not ſpeak one Word for 


Curio to ſave him from Deſtruction. 


1 " - is 


Curio was certainly ſtrangely Whimſical to 


* 


expect that Piſo ſhou'd in any wiſe be a Patron, 
whoſe whole Life has been a ſcandalous Bon- 
| dage to Avarice, and ſpent in the Converſa- 


tion 


3 ACE 
tion of Sbarpers and Gamſters; No Creature 
ſo vile, or Man ſo infamous, but the hope of 
Gain has render'd familiar to him as long as 
his Money laſted; and any Coxcomb that 
wou' d be a Buble to him cou'd never miſs of 
his Careſſes, more, than a Virgil, a Horace or 
an Ariſtotle. To be a Patron requires a Great- 
neſs and Largeneſs of Soul, but how cou'd 
Curio from a few Criticiſms, furniſn'd by Boſſu 
and Kapin imagine that Piſo grown old in 
ſuch mean Arts, cou'd ever be his Friend or 
Protector. 8 VVV 
Tizbullus, a Man of a Poetic Genius, and who 
before he came to Titles had a ſweet affable 
Temper, yet when in Power cou'd prefer 
Britanicus to a Gentlemans . Poſt, an inſipid, 
woyrthlefs, harmleſs Creature as ever was ad- 
mitted to a Lords Converſation, yet never 
did any petty good Office for a Man of Let- 
ters without an Age of Attendance. Senſe 
and Reaſon in the Suiter, deſtroys even the 
common Compaſſion tor Misfortunes. Knaves 
and Fools 1adeed have always had in this 
Nation the Advantage of Wit and Honeſty ; 
Scoundrels have never wanted powerful 
Friends, but Men of Honour and true Senſe. 
feldom meet with any. Coley has ſo much 
Intereſt at Court as to get into the Manage- 
ment of the Public Diverſion; and clear more 
than 1000 J. per Ann. Bribes and all other Ex- 
pences defray'd; when no Man of Learning 
and Poetry has been able to engage the Diſ- 
poſers of thoſe Powers to go ſo much out f 
their Way, as to confide this Truſt to them, 
if it were but for Variety to try whether they 
_ eou'd not entertain the Town with greater 
Innocence and Pleaſure; as if they a | 
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that it won'd be a. Diſgrace to their Undet- 
ſtanding to encourage Merit, or diſcourage 
_ Impndence, Ignorance and Folly. For this 
Reaſon I ſuppoſe. it is, that rais'd Prices are 
*allow'd on the AQtors Benefit Days but not 
on the Poets; for there never was a Diſpute | 
{or at leaſt very few) between a Player and a 
Poet but the former carry'd the point, which 
is the Harder becauſe the Poet is the Founder 
of the Feaſt, and the only Support of the 
Stage. But more of this when we come to 
conſider the publick Diverſions, which is an- 
other Grievance for which Great ' Britain ſends 
ICT SITION: ad rh io $4953 
Ihis Town, and our Great Men have always 
had ſome Favourite Writer, whom for a 


while they follow, careſs, and admire; but 


_ theſe Favourites are generally like all other 
Favourites the leaſt worthy to be ſo. For 


| look into Familys the favourite Child is gene- 


rally the muſt untoward and leaſt meritorious ; 
froward, peeviſh, proud, conceited and trou- 
bleſome. Look into great Mens Houſes, and * 
the moſt worthteſs Scoundrel of the Family 
has the Ear of his Lord, and ſo through other 
higher and lower Stations of Life. This pro- 
 ceeds either from fome Likeneſs in the Minds 
of the Favoure, and Favoxred or from the Ob- 
ſequiouſneſs to the Flatery of the Vices of 


The former, and that which is moſt agreeable 


to their reigning Vices, or Follies of Men in 
Power is ſure-of their Affections and Ap- 
T „„ E200 
hus it is often in the finer Arts, Great 
Men judge not of the Merit of the Author by 
the real Value of his Writings, but by his 
Attendance, Flattery, pleaſant Conyerſation 


/ 


over 


(41) 


4. - 3 | 3 i 1 8 „ : 8 75 2 : b 
over a Bottle, and the like. Fornathar's hu- 
mourous Way tickles their Aſſinine Quality 


and makes them laugh; and his ſmattering in 
ſome Arts, impoſes on their Underſtandings, 


who know much leſs of them; eſpecially wien 


they unbend; for then they are the leaſt qua- 


lify*d to judge of tfue Merit. If a Man be 
poor, make an indifferent Figure, has not the 


Acceſs to a Converſation wit them, and the 


it is impoſſible that he ſhou'd encourage Me- 
rit. If a young Fellow happens to hit on a 
Whim, an Epigram, a Parodie or the like he 
immediatly mounts to Fame in their Favour, 


to ſuch a Degree, that he can write any thing 
within the whole Compaſs of Poetry. If a 


Man can tell a pleaſant Tale in four footed 


foumances are jejune, ſtiff, and want all the 


bright Force of a great Genius. 2 


Some of our Britiſh Patrons (if we may 4. 
buſe that Name 10 much) have a very odd 


| Notion, that the greater Want a Man of 


Letters is in, the leſs Relief he onght to have. 
Claudius thought five Hundred Pounds too 
little for Engenius in moderate Misfortunes ;- 
yet gave Codrus but five in the utmoſt Extre- 
mity; not that Exgenius excell'd Codrus in any 
| Point of Learning or Performance, but Es- 
V 71770 
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Uke, they of courſe look down on what he 

| writes, and it they at all vouchſafe to read 
him, it is with an Opinion, that he cannot 

write any thing. And when a Man of little 

Penetration, and no Maſter of thoſe Arts, he 

is to encourage, reads with ſuch a Prejudice 
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Verſe, he is admir'd and extoll'd- by all the 
Compoſers of Vogue, tho? all his ſerious Per- 
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475 42 EY 5 
L, bad. Gme Fortune in the World, or at 
eaſt made a Figure, but Codrus had none; and 
the Greataeſs of his Wants was the only Rea- 
ſon why chen ſhou'd, be ſo very ill. ſupply'd. 


© Gubins. a a laid; — then found. himſelf 
rich, when e ſaw himſelf able to reward 
Merit. He was above Reſenting the Arrows 
of Wit, tho' aim'd at himſelf, and entertain'd 
 - Catullus with as much Civility and Kindnefs 
at his Table the next Day after he had writ- 
ten a very abuſive Epigram upon him, as if 
he had been penning his Panegyric. How —& 
different was this from Madrigal, Who caus'd 
Eugenius to be turn'd out of his Poſt, only on 
dDuppoſition that he was the Author of a Fa- 
* which reflected upon vin. £57 is IJ 


Among all our Patrons none are Th leſs 
Value than thoſe who are Courtiers; Money 
they wont part with,. tho” they are 10 ſpa- 
ring of their Intereſt either with the Prince 
or one another. They are ſo zealous for the 
making the moſt of their, Poſts, that it is a 
Maxim among them, never to ask a Favpur 2. 
of another for a Friend, leaſt they ſhou'd be 
oblig' d to return it by doing the like for his. 
Thus 1 have known a Deſign, that wou'd hare 
provided for all the polite Men of Letters in 
Enaland neglected, becauſe it properly belong'd 
to my Lord ſuch a one's. Poſt to be apply'd 1 
| bo it; which puts me in Mind of a Story of the 
Spaniſh Court, een 1 ad rr Arie „ 
cle SPRINGS: 55 : 
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tion grew into the 


8 


e 


of Philip the third of Spain writing Letters in- 
his Cloſet, had a Chaffing Diſh of Coals 7 


plac'd near him (it beiſſg very cold Weather) 


but this Fire beat ſo in his Face, that his 
Head was all over as wet as if dipt in a part 


of Water. The Marquis of Pobar obſerving 


it inform'd the Duke of Alva as Gentleman 


of the Chamber, of it, chat he might remove 
the Chaffing Diſh farther off: but he reply 'd, 
that it was none of his Office, but that the 
Duke Dueſda ought to be told of it, whoſe 

roper Bulineſs it was. The Marquis de Po- 
bar being troubled to ſee the King in this 
_ ſuffering Condition, and not daring to. eaſe 


him for fear of invading another Lord's Pro- 
vince, left the Fire ſtil in its place, but ſent 
word of it to the Duke Dueſda. But this 
Duke happen'd to be out of Madrid ſurveying 
a Houſe he was building in the Country, 
and therefore he again propoſed the remo- 
ving the Fire to the Duke of Alva, but he was 
inflexible, and choſe rather to ſend out of 
Town to the Duke Dueſda, ſo that before he 
could come to the King, he was almoſt ſpent 
and Dead, and that very Night fell into a vio- 


lent Bevour accompany'd with an Eriſpelis, 
which ſoon became inflam'd, nnd the Inflama- 


King his Death. 


Thus while our great Men ſtand on Pun- 


Qilios of Places, the nobleſt Deſigns for the 


publick Service of Letters muſt fall to the 


Ground. This Want of - Patrons of Arts, 
map juſtly be reckoned one ſufficient Cauſe for 
the Groans e, Great Britain. For on the En. 
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| But indeed how can there be any Patrons, 
where there is a general Pride of lgnorance 
by which they ſcora Information; and the 
moſt Ignorant are moſt numerous, moſt 
fal moſt poſitive and moſt aſſuming to 

know better, than the moſt learned; and as 
if the Knowledge of Arts came by Inſpirati : 
on, they are angry to be oppos d, you . 
won't take the Pains to be inſtructed. | 


They al are to ; their ice Vice hes TY 
And in rbeir Mothers om are bred. 


- Haring thus in as brief a Manner: as 1 cons : 
run through the Courſe of the Groans of Great 
Britain in the firſt Rank of Men, let us de- 

end lower to the Leſs or Vulgar, which Will 
afford as much Matter for our Sigbs, when we 
find the fame Diſfolutions i in ol e both 2 
Hates and every Age. 88 


The Sins of the 1 in general "ol | 
been much the ſame in Quantity in moſt Age? 
and Nations, except ſome ſuperlative Rogues 
indeed, in every Climate. One rails at Who- 
ring, but then he's a Drunkard; Another at 
Drinking, but then he's a Whore Maſter; a 
third ar both, but then he's guilty of fone 
Crime not leſs hainous, tho? more yo 
to his Humour; ſo Men chooſe their Sins by 


Inclination, and think themſelves more inno- © 


cent than their Neighbours, becauſe they are 
75 not 29 Kin _ are, not, \plealing ta 
: 1 My pac] 


2 


to the Children 


|  thein: It is not therefore the common pec- 
cadillos incident to the —_— of Hama 


Nature that are the Subject of my Speculati- 


ons; but thoſe on the Encreaſe of which tile 
Force and Vigour of a People depend; and 


the full Meaſure of which muſt. in Time de- 


ſtroy them as a'Publick Community. The 
| moſt free People have not been exempted 
from the former, but LizzxTY was never 


Jong maintain'd in the latter. Women may 


Kill put off painted Faces for Nature, Lewd- 

nneſs for Love, falſe Vices for Truth; and 

| Men, Profeſſions for Friendſhip, and injure _ 
none but the Folks that confide in them. 


Al States that have been eminent for a 
Leal for their Liberties have been zealous for 


the Eſtabliſh'd Religion. Socratet in Athens 


loſt his Life under Pretence of his having 
taught Principles deſtructive of the Worſhip 
of his Country; and the Romans as the bra- 


veſt People were alſo the moſt Religious. 


They never undertook a War, or Battle, or 
made a League without the Direction of their 
Gods in e 15" Worſhip. But to go 
5 ral, a People receiving 
Liberty from God himſelf, they never aſſem? 
| bled in the Field but when they had ask'd 


| Counſel of God, or if they did they conſtant- 


ly found their Puniſhment in their Underta- - 
| king. The League they made with the Gi> 


beonites was done without conſulting the Di- 


vine Oracle, and therefore condem C0. 
But here where the pureſt Religion is Eſta- 
bliſh'd, Atheiſts write publickly againſt it, 
tho? with as little Reaſon and good Argu- 
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| ment ks Modeſty. It is almoſt a Scandal to 


9 


make a ſincere Profeſſion of Religion, the Cen- 


ſure of Hy pocriſie is the leaſt Evil you incur 
with thoſe very Men, who are even ſeditiouſly 


Clamorous for the Church. Many of the 5 


Clergy themſelves ſhow the way to Infidelity, 


and by looſe Lives, Pride, Hard Heartednefs, 


Want of Charity by an unforgiving Temper, 


Avarice, Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs and: Profa- . 
nels, level the Honour of the Temple with 
the Duſt. They advance ſtrange and mon- 
ſtrous Doctrines, as if to be a good Chriſtian 


a Man muſt ceaſe to be a Man, and that only 
Slaves can be ſav'd. The Prieſts ev'n in the 


Iimes of Popery were oblig'd to read Magne 
_ Charta to the People ſo to apprize them of 
the Rights, and Liberties which the Law of 
the Land had given them but now the Pul- 
pit thunders out Anathema's againſt all who 
pretend to have or defend any Rigbt againſt 


4 


the Kings Will, intö which alone they reſolve 


all Property and Religion. If from their Ex- 
ample and Actions you preſume to ſay that 
- they do not themſelyes believe what they 


Preach, you are a Contemuer of the Clergy, 


an Enemy to Religion, a Whig, a Fanatic and 
What not. If you arraign the open Pride, 


5 12 Avariee of any Particulars of the 
own you are cry'd out againſt in the vileſt 


And indeed, when the Conſtruing a Verſe or 
two of the Greek Teſtament will with ſome 


Frolates adꝑit a Man into Orders, it is not to 


be 


. 4 
a +3 „ 4 


Terms for wounding the whole Order. Tho' 

This has been done in Times of old by the 
Prophets, and ſome of the Prieſthood them- 

ſelves, witneſs Jerome, Gildas, and ſome others. 


L bs a ay 
be wondred that ſome of the Clergy are as 
Ignorant of Divinity, as deſtitute of Morals. 

It is too viſible that Religion is at a low Ebb 
in this Nation, and muſt fink lower when a 

new Political Goſpel makes ſuch a Noiſe in 
the Pulpit and that of Chriſt ſo little infeſted 
upon; when Mens Paſſions of Anger and Ha- 
tred are excited in the Church, where the 
Goſpel of Meekneſs, and Love ought only to 
be taught; where Controvertible Doctrines 
are urg'd with the Air of Demonſtration, and 
the Moral and Chriftian Duties ſo ſeldom ta- 
ken Notice of; where Speculative Religion is 
the chief Object of our Conſideration, and the 
Practical Vertues recommended by our Saviour 
aãs neceſlary to our Happineſs both here and 
hereafter, ſcarce came in as a Parentheſis. If 
our Divines wou'd teach us to love one an- 
other, we ſhou'd all be ſoon good Subjects, 
od Neighbours and good Chriſtians. But 
by the Methods they now take of creating e- 
very Day new Maxims of Religion, not to be 
found in the Epiſtles or Goſpels, we ſhall ne- 
ver be able to tell when we ſhall come to the 
Bad of aur Belle fß : ITN 
What remains among us of Religion is going 
to Church where the Prayers are not ſo much 
regarded as the Preacher, and that not for 
his Doctrine but his Party. In none reigns 
this Zeal of going to Church more than in the 
5 Ladies, but then few of them are ſo zealous to 
go in an Undreſs in a Morning when the Bean 

Monde is not up. *Tis a common Excuſe for 

ſtaying at home, that the new Cloaths are not 
come home; ſo that their chief Buſineſs there 
ſeems from their Practice to be, te ſeen and be 
e AS. 7 * 9 7 ET G4 ſeen, 
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bee, to vie Men and not God, who bande 
not the Habit of the Body, but that of the 
| Mind, true Devotion and real Zeal for Reli- : 
ion. 
Y tear if they 1 were . oblig'd to go veil'd or 
in an Undreſs mob'd up, there wou'd be no 
need of fifty new Churches, ſince many of 
| the old wou'd want Congregations. Yet the | 
Women in the Primitive and Apoſtlic Age 
were cover d becauſe of the Angels, that is 
the Meſſengers of God, that the Teachers of 
the Goſpel ſhou'd not be diſtracted in their 
Devotions by the Beauty of the Women. 
But now they go diſplay d in all their Glo- 
ry, arm'd with Lal their Charms, their bare 
Faces and bare Boſoms too, enough to diſtract 
not only the Miniſter, but the whole Male 
| Pat of the Congregation. The Men will 
| Cheat all the Week and think that going 
to Church on Sunday will attone for all their 
Crimes, and perhaps get Drunk too that 
| before they goe to Bed. : 


* 


1 am not condemning this nn way . 
Worſhip, but ſhewing that the Appearance 
of that alone is not ſufficient to give any one 

a i juſt Claim to Chriſtianity. 


Another Branch of this Head ; is the noto- 5 
rious Sin of Sabbath Breaking, a crying Sin it 
is from the higheſt almo "to the loweſt, ' 

| ariakfzodieg. the Monthly Admonitions of 

Paul Lorrain and his pious Predeceſlours; _ 
_ | from which we may learn how many have 

Prefer'd themſelves to the AT yo This : 


00 common Offence. 


CE. eo Ca © 
loud not be Guilty of ſuch Scruples as ſome 
| propoſe, even againſt our Legiſlature, for per - 
mitting Water men not only to Ferry us over 
the Thames on the Lord's Day, but Horſes 
to draw Hackney Coaches as well as Gentle- 
mens; Milk Maids to Crye Milk; Fiſh Wo- 
men Mackarel; and Hackney Chair men to 
Carry Ladies, Beauxs and Soldiers; nor wou'd 
I ſeruple that our States- men ſhou'd in Council 
diſpatch publick Buſineſs, ſince then the Sab- 
bath is over. But I cannot bear to fee the 
Country Juſtice get Drunk on a Sunday, or  * 
the Grave Citizen the like; or to find that 
gat the wicked End of the Town, it is a Day 
-  fet apart for Drunkenneſs, Debauchery and 
_ Gaming ; but then indeed, conſidering that 
they lie a-Bed moſt part of the Day, and fo 
make it literally a Day of Keft, they may 
plead that the Sabbath is over as well as the 
- States-men. From what | have ſaid, it is pret - 
i plain, that on Account of this Decay of Re- 
ligion, and its Duties, there is abundant Cauſs 
for the Groans of Great Britain. © OY 
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I be next thing to Religion (a part of which 
was the Love of our Country) among the 
Aſſertors of Libery, was Conſtancy, Reſolution 
Firmneſs. But we are fickle to a Proverb, in 
every thing; what we ador'd Yeſterday we | 
hate and abuſe to Day. No Services to the - 
Publick, no Benefit to his Country can prote& 
the greateſt Heroe from inſolent Reproaches 
nor any Treachery ſo flagrant to ſtoo our 
Applauſe of any Perſon in Vogue; but his Sa 
tistaction of Succeſs muſt certainly find ſom s 
Alloy, when * that the — ; 
Os 5 „ 
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Garments, e very 


Which they never vary e. 


his Glory-is of fo ſhort a Date, and that thoſe 
who Worſhip him as the Riſing Sun, will fhew 


greater Joy and Satisfaction when he ſets, To 


Day Fuſdivinum is a Doctrine of Salvation, with 
our Teachers, to Morrow it is Blaſphemy with 
dhe ſame, and the Day following it ceturns to 
its old Place inthe Canon, We may now ſay 
ofour Teachers, as Plutarch in the Life of Pyrbus 


of Kings. Kings (ſays he) have no Reaſon to Con- 
aemn 4 People for changing for their Intereſt, who 


in that do but imitate them, as the great Teach- 


ers of Wnfaithſalneſs and Treachery, holding bim 


the braveſt, who makes the leaſt Account of being 
an honeſt Man. | am of Opinion, that howe- 
ver this might agree with Princes of old, that 


it will not hold of thoſe of our Age; yet 


that it will of the Gown in every Particular. | 
Baut this Variety and changeful Temper of 
the Britons is not confin'd to Political and Re- 
ligious Opinions, but extend even ro our Ha- 


bits, Food and the like, We are always prepo- 


ſerous in our Faſhions ; ſome times the Ladies 


bui d up their Head three Stories high ; 
then of a ſudden they turn the Extravigancy to 
their Tails, and a while they have but a little 


Slip of Linnen flat on their Heads, they carry 


Fourſcore- Yards of Silk in their Petticoats. 


The Men will have great long full buttom'd 
Wigs in the Summer, and open Craws and 
Night Cap Wigs in the Winter. But in Greece 
ane 


Rome the People were conſtant in their 
Age and Nation had Habits 


_ 


ns i 


1 


The ſame Inconſtancy we ind! in dur Food | 


Good Engliſh Beef and Joynts of Mutton were 5 5 
in Eſteem among our Anceſtors, who were Zea 


lots for Liberty and Law. Nay, we had a King 


once, ſv juſtly indulgent to Engliſh Beef, thas 


he plac d on a Joint of it the Military Honour 


of Knighthood,; and it has been ever fince calfd 
a Sir Low of Beef; fo that by its Hereditary. 
Title, I am apt to think it above the Knight 


Batchellor, and the more ſo, becauſe the ſame. 
King gave Riſe to the Knights Baronets, 


of which Orderl take this to be. Some of our 
Modern Politicans wou d have thought him 


rhe Son of a Butcher, as Virgil told Auguſt- 


1, that he was of a Baker, for his great Palſion 
for Bread, fince he expreſs'd always his ny 


e you can't Dine with a Great Man, 1 


5 y ou'll have in every Diſn, on the Table, ſome little 


French Kickſhaws, where the Fleſh is ſo diſguis d 


that it puzzles an ordinary Capacity to diſcover 
what the Ground - work is; while the Old EAHR- 
liſh Sir Loin is baniſh'd to the Side-board; 1- 
* know not but that this great Alteration of our 


Food and French Cooks (with the Aſſiſtance of 


French Taylors, French Peruque- makers, and 
French Valets) has propaged the French Intereſt 
as much as any thing elſe, except the French 


Gold. For if our Nutriment be according to 


our Food, I know not but that eating thus al- 
ways French makes us Think and AR French. 


The Old Lacidemonians were conſtant to their 
Black Broth, and when they alter'd their Food 


they Hey wer Manners. S0 that is plain 


© a 


6 32 3 ; 


nat this Inconſtancy of Temper is another : 
| Cauſe of the Groans of Great Britain. a uf 


Where ey grew of old, there was 9 | 


| ways great Regard had to the Ties of Conſan- 
_ guinity and Friendſhip ; which were never bro. 


but when they interfer'd with the Publick 


_ Happineſs and. Security; as when Timolen |} 

was privy to and preſent: at the Death of his 

Brother, who had ſuppreſs'd the Liberty of Co- 

. - rinth, and uſurp d the Tyranny; which yet affe 

CTted him ſo, that he liv'd afterwards many Years 

a Melancholly retir'd Life, till he was {ent on 
the Sicilian Expedition, where he eftabliſh'd 


the Liberty of Sracuſe. And when Lucius 


Funius Brutus put his own Sons to Death for 
being in a Conſpiracy to reſtore the Tarquins. 
Cyriolanus was diſarm'd by the Force of his 

7 Mathers Tears, when all the Powers of. Rome | 


cou'd not withſtand him, 


or all the Inſtances of the Wa 1 WY 5 


had to the Ties of Conſanguinity, the Behaviour 
pdf Chelonis,the Wife of Cleombrotus, and Daugh- 
ter of Leonidas, K. of Sparta, C eombrotus being 
made King in the room of Leonidas, and Collegue 


with Agis; but on another Turn Leonidas was te- 


4 reſtor d, and Agis Fled to the Temple of Juno, and 
Cleombrotus to that of Neptune. Leonidas, being 


more incens d againſt his Son · in-Law, let Agis a- 


lone, but with his Soldiers went to the Sanctuary = 
of Cleombrotus; and there with great Paſſion re- 
proach'd him for conſpiring with his Enemies, 
uſurping his Crown, and forcing him from his 
Country, tho' he was his Son- in- law. Cleom. 
brotus ** * to * for himſelf ſtood Si- 


lent. 


TY "cue. | 

| Tent, His Wife Chelonis, the Day ghter of ; Les 
onidas, had been a Partner in his Fathers Suffer- 
ings; for when Cleombrotus uſurp'd the King- 


dom "he for ſook h im, and wholly apply'd her 


ſelf to Comfort her Father in his Afflictions. 


Whilſt he was in Sanctuary, ſhe ſtaid with him, 


and when he Fled ſhe Fled with him, bewailing 


his Fortune; ſhe was as Zealous and Aſſiduous 6 


in expreſſing her Love and Duty to her Hus- 
band, whom ſhe embrac'd with one Arm, and 


ber Two little Children with the other. All 


Men were extreamly taken with the Piety and 


8 5 Tender Affection of the Young Woman, who, - 
in a looſe neglected Mourning, with a pale, 
dejected  Countenance, and in e ro- 


5 Lure, poke thus to Leonidas. 0 


i lo am not brought to this Canis you ſee 
me in, nor have taken upon me this Mourn- 


* ing Habit, by reaſon of the preſent Misfor- 


tunes of Cleombrotus; It is long ſince it was 


© Familiar to me; it was put on to Condole 
with you in your Baniſhment, and now you 
© arereſtor'd to your Country and your King- 


« dom, muſt I fill remain in Griefand Miſery ? 
* Or wou'd you have me attend in my Feſtival . 


* Ornaments, that I may rejoyce with you till 


you have kill'd the Man, within my Arms to 


* whom you gave me for a Wife. Either Cle- 
+ ombrotus mult appeaſe you, by mine and my 


Childrens Tears, or he muſt ſuffer a Puniſh: 
ment greater, than bis Faults'deſerv'd ; he 
_ © ſhall Infallibly fee me Dye before him, whom 


* he has profeſs d tenderly to Love. To what 


End ſhon'd I Live? Or how ſhall I appear a- 22 
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© manifeſtly ſeen, that I have not been able to EE 
move Compaſſion either in a Husband nor in 
_ © a Father? I was Born, it ſeems, to be diſho- 


© nour'd and diſgrac'd, both as a Wife and a 
Daughter, with that Relation which is near- 
« eſt to me in each Capacity: As for Cleombro- 
6 xs, I have ſufficiently diſown'd his Cauſe, 
© when I forſook him to follow you; but now 


you your ſelf will juſtify his Proceedings, in 


© ſhowing to the World, that for the ſake of a 


Kingdom, it is juſt to Kill a Son in-law, and 


© be regardleſs of a Daughter. 0 


 Chelonis being ended this es, : 


curr'd her Weeping Eyes towards the Specta- 


tors, then gently repos'd her Head in her Hus- 


| band's Boſom, Leonidas touch'd with Compaſ- 


fion, withdrew a while to adviſe with his 


Friends; and then returning condemn'd Cleom- 


brotus to perpetual Baniſhment. Chelonis he 


ſaid ought to ſtay with him, it not being juſt 


that be ſhow'd forſake a Father, who had grant - 


; ed at her Interceſſion the Life of her Husband, 
nut all he cou d ſay, cou'd not prevail with her 
to ſtay. She roſe up immediately, and taking 


one of her Children in her Arms, gave the other 


to her Husband. Then having perform'd her 


Devotions at the Altar, where ſhe bad taken 


Sanctuary, ſhe chearfully follow d him into 
— | | Rt 


There was an Nerat brought againſt 


Callias by the Athenians, for not alſſiſting his 
Friend Ariſtides the juſt; in his Poverty, from 


whom he had receiv'd many Benefitsby the Inte- 
rel he had! in the 1 til Ariſtides declar d 


thas - 


cx 


. 


bl 


| that he had frequently preſsꝰd him to accept his 
Services, which he had as often refus'd, upon 
which he was acquitted, who had elſe been con- 


v N 

. Endamidas, Aa Corinthian, had Two Friends, 
 Charixenus a Sycionian, and Aritheus a Corinthian, 
and coming to Dye Poor, while his Two Friends 


were very Rich; in his Will, he bequeath'd to 


Aritheus the Maintainance of his Mother to 


fſupport her in her Old Age; and to Charixe- _ 
nus he bequeath'd the Care of Marrying his 


Daughter, and the giving her as good a Portion 


2s he was able. And in Caſe one of thoſe ſnoud 


Dye, he ſubſtituted the Survivor. in his Place, 


When the Executors were made acquainted 


with the Will, they accepted the Legacies with 
2 great deal of Satisfaction; and Charixenus dy - 
ing in Five Days after, Aritheus took the whole 
Charge upon him. He nouriſh'd the Old Wo- 
man with great Care and Tender neſs, and gave 


the Daughter two Talents and a half for her 


Portion, and his own Daughter the ſame, ce. 


lebrating the Nuptials of both on the ſame 


1 


N 


5 But Antiquity cant excel © mote Modern 
Example. The Emperor Conrade III. having be- 


ſieg d Guelpho, Duke of Bavaria, the Town 


: being reduc'd to a Neceſſity of Surrendering, 
cou d obtain only theſe Terms of him, that the 


Ladies ſhow'd go out with what they cou'd carry 


on their Backs; they all with one conſeat carry'd 


out their Husbands even to the Duke himſelf. 


The Generoſity of the Action diſarm'd the Em- 
perors Rage, and made him ever after treat 


— 


E the Doke and his nic Humane and Aﬀe- | 
* | 


> The want of theſe Natural Ties, the Band 157 2 
Humane Society, eſpecially in Free States is of 
dangerous Conſequence, Here the Father diſin- 
herits the Son, and throws him off to Miſery 
and Contempt for the very Frailties he taught in 
his Infancy and indulg'd to his Youth for the 


5 ſiame he has all along experienc'd in "himſelf. 


The Voice of Nature will not touch him. The 
Relation of Blood, which ſhou'd be the Reaſon 
of Men's uniting in Juſtice and Love, is gene- 
rally the Cauſe of Diſunion and Hatred, none 


being generally worſe Friends than Brothers 5 
and Brothers, Siſters and Siſters; and the nears 


er a Kin the greater Enemies. Marriage the 


Foundation of the State, that ſhou d join Hearts 
. as well as Bodies, has no- Force ; ; the very being 


Husband and Wife puts an End to the moſt 
violent Love, and cooling ſo into Indifference 
frequently turns into N . "wo * 

ration. "$26 Lo : 5 

Theſe © Ties among the Antient — — —— - 
wealths were the Noble Charms, that made 
their Country ſo dear to them; theſe gave an 
Edge to their Swords in Battle and theſe laſtly 
gave the Victory. But now there is no diffe- 
rence or diſtinction of Mankind, but u hat is 
meerly nominal We call Couſins, Brothers, 
Siſters, Mothers, Fathers, but all that Sacred 


Endearment annex d to thoſe Names in the Y 


early Days of the World, is loſt , Money i is 
L to * manner of Dates, | Ns 
Top” +; * 
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their Soldiers to behave themſelves: manfnlly 
in Battle, bid them fight for their Wives and 
Children. But ſhoud- a General now ſay, Fel- 
1ow Soldiers behave hour ſelves manfuly, fight it 
lie Britons; fer on this Days Succeſs depends the 
Braſety of your Mives and your Children, it woud 
male half the Army run away before the Fight 
| begun, in Hopes ſo to get rid of their Wives and 
' -ÞChildren too. There may be ſome perhaps, 
who may fight Pro Aris &&. Focis, for the Church 
and- the Cupboard, who will do Miſchief. for 
the Altar, but no Good; yet I queſtion whether 
there can be found one in a Thouſand,that wou 
venture his Life for the Preſervation of his 
Wife, his Children, or his Parents. This 
ttherefore is juſtly another weighty Cauſe Tor 


The Groans of Great Britain. 


The Old Sons of Liberty were inviolable Ob: 
' ſervers ofthe Laws, which are here never mind- 
ed when made, unleſs it be to evade their Penal- 
ties. There ate very few put in Execut ion, whieli 
As the extreameſt Indication of a ſickly Conſtitu- 
tion, and threatning a ſpeedy diſſolution. Favour 
' excuſes one, Money another, a Whore a third, 
Expectation of the ſame Benefit a fourth. The 
Law is the Security of our Lives and Fortunes; 
and yet the Remedy is worſe, than the Diſeaſe: 
A Man that goes to Law for his Cloak, wou d 
come off better to give his Adverſary his Coat 
alſo. And indeed the pteſent Practice of the 
Law wou'd be apt to juſtify War Tyler and Fack 
Straw in their Reſolution to deſtroy al thoſe 
-who beloog'd to that Poſſeſſi. 
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lk al aur Laws thoſe of Debtare the moſt 
Ptrepoſterous, for the Inſolvent and Miſerable ate 


Tent to Starve in a Goal, but thoſe who can Pay 
Tide, at their Liberties, in their Coaches, and are 
Priviledg'd againſt Conſtraint; for few can car- 
ty on their Cauſe againſt the Powerful, ſo fat as 
do ſeize their Coaches, Goods and Equipage. 

We have often good Laws enaQed, but they 
generally lie dormant, like the Reſoluti- 
ens of the German College, never put in Ex- 

ecution. This therefore is a Cauſe univerſal 
evough to raiſe the Groans of Great Britain. 


IT Ther& is ſtil} more Danger in the chuſing 
dur Legiſlators, than in the Execution of the 
Laws. By the ſeveral Acts of Parliament a- 
gainſt Bribery in Elections, it is plain there has 
been Bribery, and what has been, may be; the 


vaſt Sims of Money which Candidates ſpend 


to be Elected wou'd perſuade us, that a P. 
tick Spirit is not fo loſt as tis imag in d, fince 
ſd many ftrive who ſhall pay moſt to be put in- 
to a Condition to ſerve their Country, not them- 
felves. I is ſaid indeed, that he that will buy 


uſtice wil ſell it. But the Caſe is otherwiſe, | 


the Members can't get any thing fairly by be- 


ing Choſe, and tis impoſſible to imagine;that fo | 
Many Men of Eſtates cou'd be at that Expence 


to purchaſe a Bribe from Court. To be fure if 
 *therecou'd be ſuch Men found, it wou'd be the 
_ eaſieſt and ſureſt way of ſinking the Liberties of 
Britain. Vet we have found a Parliament, that 


| Had fate a long while under the Suſpicion of 


being brib d by Penſions and Places, that to clear 
themſelves from that Imputation, have made a. 

Unanimous Vote, that it ſhou'd be Expulſion "od 
8 | 8 


9 


(59). 


the Houſe, for any Member to receive either 


Place or Penfion from the Crown, So that this 
is on Second Thought may perhaps be no Cauſe 


for the'&@r0ans of Great Britain. 


Truth was a Thing Sacred in ben: and 2 


Rome, and a Lyar the moſt Scandalous of Man- 
Kind, But Lying is now grown ſo Univerſal, in 


this Nation, that few eſcape the naſty Infection, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, both of Clergy 
and Laiety, The Politicians have their State 


Lyes, and think it no Crime to lead the People 


by 'em to their own Intereſt, or Deſigns ; thus 
Abel and the Examiner on one Side, and the 
Fhing- Poſt on the other, ſet half the People in 


England à madding, with their falſe Accounts of 


# 
® > 


\ 


Things. Lampert lye for their Fees in a bad 


Cauſe, Prieſts to extend their Authority, and 


forthe Grandeur of the Church z Phyſicians to 


 Bive hopes to their dying Patients, or Joy to the 
expecting Heir. Tradeſmen lye to put off 
their bad Wares, or heighten the Price of 


their good; nay, and they lye without touch- 


Ing their Conſciences, taking it for the chief My; 
ſtery oftheir Trade, and have been brought up 
eee 


do their Lireliboods. 5 
T0 this is join'd chearing, as farſpread and 


- niverſal ; Lords don't, ſcrople to Play Crimp, 


92 


joe vie with Sharpers in their Dexterity- 


| "Ruallers make no Conſticuce of Nick and Frothz = 


and Vintners none of ſelning Cyder for Wine, 


till Brock and Hellier were Sacrifices to the Pub» 
lick Good to reform our Drinking, that was ex- 
_ travigautly degenerated, ſo more dyd from the | 
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= Tavern Cellars than the . Shops. Bui : 
good Men, they fell like all other Publick $piri- 
ted Perſons, and the Wicked Vintners Tri- 


By umph'd and Rejoycd in their Fall — Magni. 


tamen e ucidit Auſis. I hen the Strong Wiker- 
men boiſon their Cuſtomers with Malt Spi. 
kits recify'd far French Brandy. But it wou'd 
be endleſs to run thro* all the Cheats of the 
Nation, the Cheats of Phyſick, the Cheats 8 
the Law, the Cheats of al "0" wy: EY a 
lage Vole. 1 55 


This general Vice has lower'd Common b 
dit, for now the yery * of Shoes ſets 
over his Stall Ne Truſt, by Retale, whereas 


formerly their Faith wou'd Extend to the Heel- 


paiecing of Two or Three Pair of Shoes with - 
out the leaſt Dun. If it be thus in little Mat- 
ters, how much more mult it be ſo in Matters 
ol greater Moment. But within theſe Fort 
Years there is ſprung up a New Trade, that of 
the Thief -Catebers; : {hi of Gentle en, Who 
are acquainted with al the Walks of the'Pick - 
ckets, e Shop- 
ec Guinea - drop i d the felt, ſo that 
or the value of your T tings Stole, on way E 
have them again. This is making the Breach 
ol the Lam à Trade; and to theſe Rogues be- 
long Brokers, Receivers, and ſuch as convey 
way, return or ſell the Stolen Goods. To 
ene add a long Catalogue of the cry- 
ing Sins of this Nation, -which ought aa © : 
1 the Groans af Gree Bricin, „ 
: wy Et " Mining . 
It is vot linen for” a Bree Shut to "FA | 
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will ſoon Decay. The ſine Taſte in the Arts 
aud Sciences, eſpecially in their Publick Diver- 
ſſons are always found in a People cut out for 
Liberty. The Iſraelites were a People of a fine 
Taſte. For as God gave them Liberey, ſo he 
inſpir'd them with the moſt ſublime of Poetry, 
and even the moſt Curious of their Mechanicks 
dieriv'd their Knowledge in their Arts from In- 
ſpiration as Be xaleel and Ahotiab. © But notito 
dwel on theſe ſupernatural inſtances, let us look 
into thoſerhat are meerly Humane. Athens will 
Tofficiently prove this. For when Belerophon, 
in a Play of that Name, ſpoke much in che 
Praiſe o Mony and the Vindication of Avarice, 
8 Speech is ſtill extant in the Fragments 
of Eurpides) the whole Audience roſe up and 
put a ſtop ro the Play till Euripides came on the 
Stage, and deſired their Patience to fee how He 
had puniſh'd him, who made that Speech; on 
vhich they ſat down, and ſaw Beller ophon ia 
ſhed accarding to his defert, with a great deal 
of Satisfaction. In the Amphiaraus of Polyides, _ 
or Ag athb, Which 1 can t remember, a meer 
Peccadillo in our Stage damn d the Play; for 
the Audience ſeeing that Prophet go intd the 
Tienple and not come ont again, and hearing an 
Account of his being elfwhere, diſguſt their 
Judicious and Nice Taſte to the Deſtruction 
olf that Poem. Where we to be ſo ſtrict, very 
fe of our Authors wou d eſcape Damnation. 


In Rome the Audience was fo Nice, that if a 

Player ſtood our of his Place, ot ſpoke a falſe 

Quantity he was hiſs'd off the Stage. Arbens 
dass the Inventteſs of that Noble, Elegant and 


n ene 3: 7 
netite Diverſion the Drama in both its 
e ee ee ee ec 


F 5 
Branches, Tragedy and comedy, Nay, their aſte wa: 
| 5 — chat che State took Larg ek Ang | 
ſentations, and cultivated Trazedy long before 
they took any Notice of Comedy, as not ſo wor- 
thy their Cognizance. The former they ſoon 
brought to. ſuch perfection, as has never been 
Attain'd in any Age or Nation ſince. The Poets 
had conſiderable Rewards, Sophocles for his Au- 
tigone had the Government of Samos conferr'd 
25 him. They had Ten choſen Judges to 
decide the Preheminence of Two contending 
Poets, upon Oath and the greateſt Men of that 
15 pals'd thro the Office of Overſeer of the 
Stage ; Themifticles himſelf was Choragys, Un- 
ger the Choragys the Poets had the immediate 
 InſpeRtion and Direction of the Stage, and 
dukt the Players, ſo that bringing on a P 
then was call d teaching a Trag. 


But after the Prevalence of the Macedonian 
Empire and the Coruption of Athenian People, 
the Poets left off meddling with the Theatre, and 
the Management of it to the Players, by which 
tus A otle in the laſt Chapter of his Poeticks, 
= | their Stage loſt all its Decorum, and the Actors 
being leit to themſelves immediately ſpoil'd the 
acting, and degenerated from that Wiſdom and 
Simplicity by which it had been maintain d. 
As the Athenians diſcover d the fineſt Tate 
poffible, in both the forming this Poem for 
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| derdthatthe Tragick, Poem wasto havean ln. 
-  fluenceon the Minds of the Audience, dy purg- 
ing their Paſſions, and conveying uſeful Refle- 
fions on the State of Humane Affairs, by the 
, Repreſentation of Heroes and Princes. But to 
give any one an influencing Power, you muſt 
give him Authority, nor can he have Authori 
without Reputation. The Athenian Aﬀtots 
were therefore Men of Reputation. 


That Rich and Populous City, the World's 
Emporium then, gave Riſe to all thoſe Arts 
and Sciences, which ſince have civilizd and 
pPioliſh'd the reſt of the World. And tho? Trade 
was as much minded there as in any of our Mo=- 


dern Cities, yet Learning in all its Branches 


had public Encouragement, and the Mechanicks 
themſelves were Philoſophers, for Simon the 
Leather-Dreſſer was a. Diſciple of Socrates. 
This ſhew'd their popular,Democratical State to 
be Wiſe, as well as of a fine Taſte, fince by this 
Means they made their City the Seat of Learn-- 
ing, and drew all Nations, that had any Share 
of Civility to repair thither for the Improve- 
ment of their Underſtanding; and Anacbarſis 
was drawn thither from as far as Seythia it ſelf, 
This Concourſe of Foreigners muſt have been 


very beneficial to the Citizens, ſince it has been 


computed, that the Foreigners in time of Peace 


expend in Paris on Account of Education Fim 


IThouſand Crowns a Day, tho what is learned 


there, is nothing to what was Taught in 4. 


then. Her Philoſophers were honour'd and 
nenn ts a. 


the great Alexander himſelf cou d not be com-?⸗- 
pleat Without making himſelf'a Pupil co 44 - 


But that which diſcover d their Largeneſs ok 
Soul, was their great value for Poets, as the moſt 
uſeful Inſtructors of Mankind. On the Death 
of Expolis in a Sea- fight, they made a Law that 
no Poet Thou'd be oblig d to go to the Wars. 
And of all Poets the Dramatick were moſt their 
Care, and moſt in their Eſteem, as the moſt 
Uſeful and Noble of all others, eſpecially for 
Great and Popular Cities. This gave them the 
great Sophocles, this Euripedes, to whoſe Verſes 
afterwards they ow'd the Preſervation of Athens, 
When taken by Lyſander, as we have it in Pla- 
tarch. When it was debated (ſays he) that the 
City of Athens ſhou'd be deſtroy d, and the Coun- 
try laid waſte, a milder Coutſe was taken 
the Commanders, one of them, W | 
» $2 theſs Verſes. out of the Elektra of Euri- 
oO 1 rd hin ane ds 


| Electra ©! Unhappy Queen! 
| Whither word. you flye ? return 8 
| Tuour Abſence the forſaken Groves _ 

Aud Deſart Palace ſeem to Mourn. 


Ik̃ bis ſtruck them, and gave Occaſion: to te- 
flect how Barbarous it woll d appear to lay that 
City in Ruin, which had been renown'd for the = 

Birth and Education of ſo many famous Men. As 
the Verſes of Euripedes ſav d the City, ſo it was 
2 Proof of the fige Taſte of the Lacedominiass, 
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to be ſtruck ſo in the Rage of Victory, over 
a Rival State in the Empire of . 


Nor was this the only Benefit. Atbens ow'd 


to the Verſes of the poet Euripides, for after 
the Rout of their Forces by Gylippus at 
the River of Aſinarus, the Sicilian: ſpar d 


many of them for the ſake of Euripedes, and 


for repeating and teaching his Verſes. They _ 
having before this, given that Protection, they. 


| had refus d to a Ship of Caunus, when they heard 


that the Crew had ſome of the Verſes 
of Euripides. Nay, to her Encouragement of 
all Arts and Sciences, ſhe* has ow'd that Im- 


mortality of Fame, that has ſo long out-livd 85 


* 


E oft Lv, ; 


Loet us now turn our Eyes to Great Britain, 
and fee whether ſhe has any thing of his fine 
- Taſte. Learning has never had much Encou- _ 
ragement for theſe laſt Hundred Years, and 
much leſs in our Days. Potery has never had 


an Patronsof Conſequence. The Noble Spen- 
ber, When he had loſt his only Patron Sir Philip. 
S FSjdney (who ſeems to me to have been the only 


pPerſon ever qualify'd for a Patron in this Nati- 


on) was reduc to ſtarving. Milton, the grea- 


teſt poet of any Age or Nation, got his Bread 


buy teaching School. And Butler (a Species by + 


- himſelf) whilft he pleas'd the Court and City 
with his Verſes, periſn'd for Want. The Chan- 
cellor often bid him find out ſomething to make 
bim eaſy, which when he had done, it was ſure 
to be diſpos'd of before he cou'd put in for it. 
But that States- man comforted him, by telling 
him that the Courtiers had à Quarrel with 
1 Vn. him, | 


h im, ſince the King ſtill anſwer'd them out of 
h is Book; but Butler reply d, That he wiſh'd 
that his Majeſty wou d think a little of the Au- 
thor, ſince he was ſo converſant with his Works. 
The then Duke of Buckingham, who was no 


Niggard of his Money on his Whimſeys, tho' a 


profeſs'd Friend to Poetry, cou d not be brought 
to do any thing for Butler. Mr. Wycherly had 
one Night fixt him at the Cock in Saffolſ-ſtreet, 
to a Converſation with Mr, Butler, in order to 
do the latter a Service. They had not been 
long together, but the Duke was infinitely 
pleas'd with the Poet, but in the midſt of the 

Buſineſs, he heard ſome: ſqueaking Fidle and 


Whores in another Room, and broke from the : 


Poets and run to his Whores. The former 
: ſtarv'd, and the latter had his Money. The 
Fate of this Gentleman, as well as ſome others, 
makes me juſtly Cenſure the Britons as more 
Barbatous than the Gete, who receiv'd Ovid in 
his Baniſhment with Honour, and when he dy'd 
bury'd him with no leſs ;, he found Favour, 


Protection and Life from Barbarians, but our 


Poets Want, Miſery and Death from the Bri- 
tons, tho' their Country-men. But the very 
. Barbarians of thofe Times were proud to aſliſt 
the Literati; but the Men of Figure in our 
Days, think it ſo unmodiſh to take any Care of 
Learning, Wit and Potery; that they avoid it 
as a Scandal to their Quality. Shakeſpear had 


wanted Bread, had not the Player maintain d 


the Poet; Suckling and Waller had Eftates; Sir 
William D'av' nant. with a very ordinary Capa- 
City, and no Genius, found Friends and got 
Money; but Butler could not attend at the 
lexees of Great Men, and fawn on 8 
n . L lets. 


CO. © 


lets. Dryden with his pen, and a ſmall Eſtates 


juſt kept himſelf alive; Wycherly dragg d on 4 


heavy Life, till his Paternal Fortune came late 


to his Relief. Otway was more beholding to 


Capt. Symonds the Vintner, in whoſe Debt he 
dy'd 400 l. than to all his Patrons of Quality. 
Tes periſn d in the Streets. Ben. Johnſon (the 
greateſt Comic- Poet that ever wrote in any Age 


or Nation) was ſupported by his Place of Poet- 


Laureat, and he complain'd juſtly, that many, who 


had made Poetry their Mifreſs; had made their 


Fortunes by it, but none who had made it their 
Wife. For we have ſeveral Proofs of this in 


- our Time. Prior, Stepney, 41, Ad — — 


d nd others. But this is a double Miftake in our 
great Men, ſince by that means they incourage 
the lmperfeR, and diſcourage the perfect Ma- 
ſters of the Art; a Maſtery in which is not at- 

tain'd without long Practice and Study. A 


Knack of verſifying, a briek Exprefſion, a ging - 
lung Epigram, a little Copy of Verſes without 


any Deſign may be prettily perform d by a Young 


Man, and one that applies himſelf but little to 


the Art; but a Tragedy or greater Poem re- 
quires more Years and Experience. The Athe- 
nians wou'd never permit any Poet to bring a 
Tragedy on their Stage till Thirty Years of Age; 


we admit Boys of Eighteen, nay Women who 
cannot write Engliſh or Spell, to debaſe the Taſhe 


of the Audience. The fecond thing our great 
Mien are miſtaken in is, that by not encouraging 
_ Maſters in Poetry, they diſcourage very uſeful 

Members of the Common-wealch. 


In the Infacy of the Roman Monarchy, before 
it was debauch d by corrupt Courtiers, Virgil and 
| * "00S. , Horace 
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Horace were raisd from Want to Plenty, by 
their Writings only, beſides many others, whoſe 
Works are loſt. Yet Virgil may be ſaid to have 
made Poetry his Wife, ſince that engroſs'd 
J on. 


from whence it is plain, that we have no : 
great Reaſon to expect many Proofs of the Fine- | 


nu s of our Taſte. 1 | 

lt we Survey every Province of Wit, we ſhal! 
find the Britiſh Taſte far from exalted. We have 
been pretty fertile in inventing Cant Names for 


Whimſeys, which paſs for Wit. Dumfounding 


was a mighty Diverſion for a while, and the 
Voung dapper Wits were great Proficients in it. 


Theydextrouſly wou'd pat a Man on the Shoul- 


der, and fix themſelves in an unconcern'd Poſture 


as innocent of the Fat. The Greek and Roman 


luafants never deſcended to fo very childiſh a 


Whimſey. Then Sham and Banter had likewiſe 


its Reign, which conſiſted in telling a Solemen 
Lye with a grave Face, to impoſe it for a Truth - 

onthe Hearers,and then Laugh at them for their 

 Credulity ; or holding you in a long inchohe- 
rent Diſcourſe with a ſerious Countenance, as 
if all your Words had ſome meaning. Chaldeaz- 


ing ſucceeded, which was to flatter you and ri- 


dieule you at the ſame time, and with the ſame 
Face, whilſt the Hand being plac'd in the midſt 


of your Countenance, the Company faw that 


- which ridicul'd, and the Perſon that which flat- 
ter'd him. And this ſeem'd the high: ſt Perfection 


of the Dapper Vits; in which ] ſuppoſe it will be 


\grancedthar there is no very fineTalte diſcoyer'd, | 


„ 


M %% 
As theſe were the Efforts of the Practical 
Wits, ſo the Entertainments of the Sepecula- 
tive did not much excel them. For it has been 
obſerv'd by the Book-ſellers, that Books of 
Banter, and meer Amuſement, go off much 
better, than Books of Reaſon, or true Art. The 
Falle f a Tub run off I know not how many 
. Thonſands on its firſt Appearance; whereas 
the Divine Milton lay as Waſte Paper for many 
Fears, nor did ever yet come up to the Sale of the 
SHßpßectators. Tho'l believe it will be granted, that 
one Book of the Pardiſe Loſt has more intrinſick 
Value, than all the Volumes of the laſt. There is 
a great deal of difference between a Buffoon and 
a Man of Senſe, and between an Amuſement 
and Reaſon. F 


Hat placuit ſemel, hæc decies repetita placebit. 
1 This pleaſes once, this will for over pleaſe. = 


The Spe#ator Vill ſurpriſe one into a pretty 

ſort of a Whimlical Pleaſure over a Diſh of 
Coffee, and in the Noiſe of a Coffee-houſe, 
when the Judgment is aſleep, and Fancy only | 
awake. But Milton in your ſedate Cloſet hours 
will tranſport both the Judgment and Fancy, 
And yet Milton will not fell fo well as the Spe- 


ctator, which is no great Proof of the Fineneſs of 
car Lake. é ̃ꝶ -;] or Re 
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But indeed the general Sale of all Books of 
value, is a very great Argument of our little 
| Reliſh of the fine Arts; and a Book-ſeller js one 
ot the pooreſt Trades we have. A Thouſand is 
counted a very large Impreſſion here, whereas 
In Franee Ten Thouſand is eſteem'd but a ſmall 
| | | 2 one. 
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from the former The Lady's Taſte go a great way 


on her Father, was ask d by her what New Plays 


. 5 
one. Joy-Shops and Paſtry-Cooks increaſe in 
- every Part of the Town, but the 8 
Trade grows worſe every Day. A Young Fel- 
low ſhall give Charles Bable-zoy Fifty Guineas 
for a Trifle, when he ſhall ſcruple to give Ja- 
cob Tonſon Twenty Shillings for filton. 


Another Argument of our ill Taſte is, that 
Point and Epigram, is moſt in Efteem, fo that 
if Virgil and e Hartial were to live in this Na- 
tion and Age, the latter wou'd carfy the Vogue 


in the Encouragement and Diſcouragement of 
a Play; and how exercrable that is we may ſee 
by Beliadas's Cenſure of an excellent Tragedy, 
Belinda is the Daughter of Celſus, a Man emi - 
nent for Learning, Wit and Poetry; and ſhe 
is eſteem'd one of the formoſt Lady Judges o 
Theatrical performances. Curio being to wait 


were coming on, of which when he had declar'd 
his Ignorance ; I ask, ſaid ſhe. becauſe | wou'd 
have your Charatter of them, who are ſo good a 
Judge, that I might not be betray'd again to ſo 
wreteched Entertainment as I wasat laſt Thurſ- 
day. Curio was ſtruek with ſome Confuſion by this 
Expreſſion, becauſe it was his Play, that was 
acted that Day, tho? the Young Lady was not 
appriz d of that. But ſoon recovering himſelf, - 
Pray Madam (ſaid he) What are the Faults in 
that play? Foh! return d Belinda, tis the moſt . 
abominable that ever I ſaw in my Life; it made 
me Weep from one End to the other. And does 
your Ladyſhip eſteem that a Fault (reply'd C.. 
rio) which is the greateſt Perfection à Tragedy 
can attain ? If you wou'd Laugh ata mug. 5 
55 e there 


A 


AE 


: there are enow even of the moſt taking, that 
will move nothing but your Laughter z and few 
that have not enough of the ridiculous, to pro- 


voke a gentle Grin, if not outragious Laughter. 


Nay, I bave ſeen an Author (for 1 will not call : 
him Poet) when his Tragedy has made the Au- 


dience as merry as any Farce cou'd have done, 


ſtand in the Stage Door laughing as hear-. 
tily as they, and diſcovering a Satisfaction in 


his Countenance, as if it were as great andjuſt 


an Applauſe, as he cov'd defire. Such Judges as 
theſe make np the Pannel that fits upon all Au- 
thors Works, even in the Drama, where they 
are fonder of fine Things, as the Ladies and 
Beaus call them, than of Nature; and the 
ſtrong Linaments of Paſſion maſterly wrought 
up. For filly Women, and as filly Beaux, will 
decide on the Merit of a Poet as Arbitrarily 
as if they underſtood: the Art. So Ignorance 
firs Judge of Knowledge, and Folly of Wit. 


Hence it is, that thoſe Authors who can pay 


their Court moſt plauſibly to them, ſind always the 
moſt Encouragement The plauſible Pretender car- 
ries it with the Great, and the Fair from the true 
artiſt, by a forward Aſſurance, which leads 
him to the Levees of the Powerful, which a 


Man of Art cannot ſubmit to. But in no Art 
is this ſo prevalent, as in Poetry in a Country 
like Briton, very little skilld in it. Here a 


lucky Chance, or a Party, makes a Poet of him, 
uhom all the Muſes diſdain. I confeſs if our 
_ Audiences were like thoſe of Athens, as I have 
ſhown, the Vogue wou'd be of more Authori- 
ty, but here where the Poet wanders without 
any Guide or certain Standard, and People 
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mances ofthe Art. 


(42). 


Cenſure by Fancy and Humour, not Judgment, 
_ tis a Million to one but the Coxcomb gets the 
Lawrel, and the Poet is, at beſt, but civily diſ- 
ſt, He that can fawn on the Great, and ſo 


ſecure a Patron or Party, has no need of Art, 
Nature, or Study to recommend him. Thus 


Plays, that on their firſt Appearance have run 
away with the Applauſe ofthe Town, and been 
| acted for a whole Month together, have not 


born one Repreſentation on their Revival, and 


ſo, by the general Way of Judging, the very 


ſame Plays have been the beſt and worſt Per for- 


But to come cloſer to the Diverſions of the 7 


* Britons, by which as true a Judgment may be 
__ form'doftheGenius of a People, as by any thing 
in Nature. That which is i greateſt Vogue with 


the Ladies and great Men is Gaming, which 
gives Admiſſion to Sharpers, riſing from the 


Black Guard and Coach Tail, tothe Board, with 
Men and Women of Quality, and has been the 


Deſtruction of many ancient Families. 


As an Amuſement from this, they paſs to the 


Play or the Opera, the laſt of which wou'd ſoon 


ſink the former, if the Quality cou'd influence 


the Audience. And indeed as Plays are writ- 


ten and manag'd, the Opera is almoſt as rational 


2 Diverſion. Thoſe, who have been generally. 
at the Head of the Dramatick Republick, have 
been Men who have had no manner of Notion 


ofthoſe Affairs, which has made them chuſe the 


worſt and reject the beſt Performances. Go- 
vernor Collier in his Reign, to ſhow his great 


Judgment and Wit, brought Dickee Norris and 


4 


Paths Fee” ſome Vs of the live great Genius, 1 


to hear and judge of a Tragedy in the Green 
Room. And rhe preſent Super- intendant Colly, 
keeps off all valuable Plays to make room for 


his own, or ſuch as he introduces. No Pains nor 


Coſt js ſpar'd to force his notable Scriptions on 


the Town, Witneſs his Heroick Daughter and 1 


Cinna's Conſpiracy, which he has try d all Ways of 
impoſing on the Town, but! in vain. Such Plays : 
as are juſtly receiv'd, he gives out on an Opera 


Day, that the Smallneſs of the Audience may 


furniſh a Pretence of laying them aſide. I ſhall 
| fay nothing of his AMorals or Religion, of his 
Blaſphemy or Profaneneſ., nor of his turning out 
Actreſſes becauſe they refus'd to lye with him, 
thoſe are Lippis & Tonſobinus nota, known even 
to the Basket Women and Porters. Vet Me- 
thinks thoſe Gentlemen, in whoſe Power, and 
under whoſe Direction theſe Deputations are 
palac d, ſhou'd have more Value and Honour for 
the Queen, than to commit this School of Virtne | 
to the Management of Hands fo abandon? d, 
| eſpecially when the Thouſands a Lear, which are 
' rais'd from the Labours of the Ingenious, wou'd 
be much bettrr imploy'd 1 in 128 * or ADs 5 


5 of Letters. 


5 I ſhall likewiſe wy over the PETE, of as f 
Suppreſſion of the Patent, for the ſake of ſuch 
as had no juſt Claim to ſupplant it, or 8 | 
Merit to recommend them. 2 | 


"2 win the other Day at a  Coffee-Houſe, when : 
the following Advertiſement was thrown in- 
At Punches Theatre, in the Littie Piazza Co- 
N 2 7 8 | vent 


Comical Humours of Old Madge the Folly Chamber 
Maid, and the Repreſentation of the Sea, and the 
Court of Great Britain, concluding with the Court 
ef Aldermen, and Whittingon Lord. Mayor; ho- 
nour d with the Preſence of King Henry VIII. and 


corations proper to the Play, beginning at Six of 


the Entertainment is begun. VIVA T REGINA. = 
| Boxes I wo Shillings, Pit One. x 1 


D 


1 


— 


vent- Garden; this preſent Evening, will be per- 5 
form'd an Entertainment, call d the Hiſtory of Sir 


Richard Whittington, ſhewimg bis Riſe from 4 
Scultion to be Lord-Mayor of London, with the 


his Queen Anna Bullen; with other diverting De- 


the Clock. Note, No Money to be return d after 


On Enquiry into the matter, 1 find this has 
Tong been a Noble Diverſion of our Quality and 


Gentry, and that Mr. Powel by Subſcriptions 


and full Houſe has gather d ſuch Wealth as isten 


times ſafficient to buy all the Poets in England. 
That he ſeldom goes out without his Chair, 


and thrives on this incredible Folly, to that De- 


gree, that were hea Free man, he might hope 


that ſome future Puppet-Show might celebrate 
his being a Lord Mayor, as he has done Sir 


Richard whitton, - This I confeſs, is ſuch an 


Argument of fine Taſte, that | believe no Age 


or Nation can parallel from Lapland to Chins. 
It is ſo much below ridicule, that the bare Re- 


Cital is a Satyr upon all, who frequent this fan- 


taſtick and childiſh Entertainment. Is it not 


madneſs for any Man of Senſe to ex- 
pect Encouragement for. writing Poetry in 

Britain? The Stage had been debauch'd with 

Dancers, and Singers, and Tumblers, and Lad- 


"cm „ 


n * Dai Mr. Clinch of Barnet, poſture- 5 


Maſters and Eunuchs. But ſtill all theſe leſt 

an Interval to Poetry to appear now and then 
to the Audience, This has with as much Won- 
der as Succeſs, excluded it entirely. Well may 


©. Foreigners conclude us Barbarians, when ſuch 


1 Entertainments of our Perſons of figure. 5 


1 ſhall conclude this Point with a Traute 5 
of ſome more of the Manuſcript - 1 have before 
given you a Specimen of. Having, as you have 


7 ſeen, given ſome Marks of the degeneracy of 
the Gentry and Great Ones, he goes on thus, 


But this is not the only argument of the 
Gentry and great Men, the Depravity of 


their Taſte in cheir Pleaſures! is Perhaps « a. Lg 
: ter Proof, | 1 | 
About an Hundred Years ago, there were a- 
6 bout Five or Six Play-Houſes in this Tas, 
(which was then far leſs Populous, than now) 


all frequented and full; tho? the Stage was yer 
in its rude uncultivated Dreſs, without Art in 


the poet or in the Decorations, and was on- 


ly ſupported by the lower ſort of People, yet, 


my Lord, theſe LOWER SORT OF PEOPLE 


had Souls high enough to be diverted 27 the 


| Naked, and Inornamental Drama. 


But i in our e the Gentry and Quality, 
who ſhou'd in Reaſon have been the Supporters 


of the Nobleſt Diverſion, that the Wit of Man 


can invent, which at once inſtructs and tranſports, 


were che ſirſt that conſpir'd its Ruine, by pro- 
5 LI: 77 digal 
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capring Mounſiers. But the more Infamouſly to 
diſtinguiſn their Poor and Mean Diverſions from 


no Play at all mingled in them, leſt the World 
Wit and Senſe; and that their Satisſaction and 
Ears. And to ſhew their wretched Taſte in 
thoſe, they were generally pleas d with what 


without variety; their Steps, their Poſtures, 
their Riſings are perpetually the ſame, and all 


brisk and ſenſleſs Activity, unworthy the Eye of 
a Man of Senſe, who can take no Pleaſure, 
worth attending, in which the Mind has not a 
Conſiderable Share. 15g | 
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and Pantomimes of Rome, our Dotage won d be 
himſelf, and by the variety of his Geſticulations 
wou'd repreſent a whole Hiſtory, conſiſting of 
ſeveral diſtinct Perſons, and that ſo very evi- 


give him one of them for an Interpreter to the 
feveral Nations, and Tongues, with which he 


4 Language intelligible to all. 


5 oF almoſt orally: entertain it ; oy Act. 


| 0 po >: . 
digat an for foveaking Gables; and 


the more Noble of the Publick, they wou'd have 
ſhou'd think, that they paid any Deference to 
Delight reach d farther, than their Eyes and 


ſhock'd a nice Ear, and cou'd not divert a Cu- 
rious Eye. For the beſt of French Dancers are 


without any meaning or deſign, and a' French 
Dancer is at beſt but a gracetul Mover, full of a 


Were our Modern Man like the Aches, 
more excuſible For one of them in a Dance by 
dently, that a King of Perſia begg'd Nero to 
had to do; ſince his Actions 1 5 an Univerſal | 


In this ſome thing ſt Kalbe the Wind, 


ON 


8 * rr I on a APE cn -— ——_ 
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ondepending on the other, and all directed to 
one end. But to be fond of our Modern dan- 
ding is ſtill to be Children, and delighted with 
a Rattle, that makes always the ſame unplea- 


ſant Noiſe. All that can be faid of Ballon (or 
any other French Dancer) is that his Motion is 
eaſy and graceful, the Figures he throws his 


Body into, are fine, and that he riſes high with 
Freedom and Strength. But even that wou*'d, or 
indeed the Roman Pantomimes, be a ſufficient 
Balance againſt the Drama to any Man of Com- 
- - -monSenſe? il nt 6 . 


I oyyn that their Excuſe is much better in their 
Indulgence to Mulick, in their Subſcriptions for 
Italian Singers; yet to be drawn wholly by 
Sound, tho? never ſo harmonious is neither the 
greateſt nor moſt delirable Praife, And it is 


certain, that Mufick has an intrinfick Value de- 


monſtrable in its power over the Soul; but 
then this Power is heighten'd by the Addition of 
Poetry; and Paſſionate Words give a double 
Force to Harmony, and make it a ſurer and 
ſwifter way to the Heart than when the Under- 
ſtanding is not fo fully concern'd in the bare 
Notes. Vocal Muſick is on all Hands agreed to 
be the nobleſt and moſt touching; and that Tone 

is eſteem d the moſt excellent, which comes 


naeareſt the Vocal Sounds. 


Muſick therefore ought fill, as Originally it 


Was, to be mingled with the Drama, where it 
is ſubſervient to Poetry, and comes in to the 
| Relief of the Mind, when that has been long 

intenſe on ſome Noble Scene of Paſſion ; but 
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* ought neyer to be a ſeparate Entertainment, at 


leaſt of any length. But beſides the length the 
Ttalsan Operas bring ſuch things into Muſick, as 
are the moſt abſurd in Nature to be ſung. For 


there they write Letters ſinging; Quarrel. fing- 
ing, Fight ſinging, and Dye ſinging. When 
therefore l give ſuch Allowances to Muſick, it 
is only in Conſideration of good Vocal or In- 
ſtrumental Muſick (as ell as what is free from 
the former Abſurdity) to which that of the © |! 
1500 l. Subſcriptions had not the leaſt Pretence — | 
But the ali ans having heard in. ray what Bub 
bles we Tramontans were in their Foreign 


Traſh, they ventur'd over the ps to ſhare 


- the Prize, With the reſt of their Waun 


Hence, my Lord, appears the degeneracy of 


the Age, eſpecially of the Gentry and Great 
Ones, who were the Setters up and A | 
gers of this 2 Diverſion. 18 | 


They can with no Shadow of nn or * 5 


ice urge, that our preſent plays are worſe, than 
thoſe of a Hundred Years ago; for that wou'd 
be too palpable: an Inſtance of profound Igno- - 


rance, or extravigant Prejudice, which is be- 


low a Man of judgment and Senſe, as may ca- 


ſily be made appear in Tragedy only, of which 


we are ſcarce yet arriv'd to a juſt Taſte and 
' Notion. Nor was there muchof Comedy known 


before Ben. Johnſon, for no an of Judgment can 


allow any of Shakeſpeari to be Comedies (except 


the Merry Wives of Mindſor) there are indeed 


excellent Humours ſcatter d about, and inter- 
* in bis other Plays. But Ben, Johnſon 


Was 


. 


(79) 


| was the firſt that ever gave us a true entire 
6 Comedy; ſince him, we have had the Echeridges, 


i the Myr herlyt, the Shadwells, and others in 
King Cha rie's Reign, and ſince Mr. Congrave, 


Mr. Yanbrook, whoſe' Dialogue is generally” 
Dramatick and Eaſy, and his Characters al- 
ways diſtinguiſh'd. After ' theſe, our very 
Flarce-writers deſerve more Eſteem than the 
taking Plays of an Hundred years ago, as ha- 
ving as much Nature, more De ſign, better 


FE Wit, 5 Ten nt 
Whence it appears, that the Stage wou d now 


meet with as much Encouragement, if our Au- 
dience of a higher Rank had as much Soul, 
Senſe, Force and Spirit as the Vulgar had then; 
or if they cou d themſelves diſtinguiſh between 
good and bad, ſo far as to encourage the good, 
and explode the bad, they wou'd ſoon have 


plays more worthy the Eugliſh Genius z but while 
they do directly the contrary, we muſt every 


Day expect worſe, ſince no Man of Senſe woud 


785 expoſe his Reputation to ſo Scandalous a Cen- 


- Thus far the Manuſcript written I find ſome 
time {ince, at leaſt, before Operas and puppet- 


ſhews were ſo careſs'd by this City; from all 
which, it is, 1 think, pretty evident, that on 
the Head of the Encouragement of Letters and 


_ - _Tafte in che politer Studies, and choice of Di- 
verſions, there is abundant Cauſe for the heavy 


and loud Groans of Great Britain. 


| The Source of this ill Taſte, is the Error of 
Educuation, Pedants have the Inſtruction of 
TER” 5 Youth 
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5 £7 TW ere, 
Youh, and when they read the Claſſicks take 
only Care to inform the Pupil in the meaning 

of Words, and at moſt the Beauties of Dicti- 

on; but give them no Reliſh of the Draughts of 
the Paſſions, the Order and Conduct of the 
Deſign, or any thing elſe to inform their Judg- 
ments in the Art; whence we find, that many 
who made a Figure in the Univerſities, and have 
the Claſlicks by heart, and are ſuch Maſters of the 


Diction as to form their Expreſſions from Ho- 


race and Virgil, yet when they come to write 
have nothing of the Antique, nothing of Na- 
ture, none of that beautiful Simplicity ; all their 
Thoughts have a quite Modern Caſt, and afford 
us nothing beautiful or moving; I dare not 
make too ſtrict an Enquiry into the Defects of 
our Bducation, I ſhallraiſe à too formidable 
Party, Jealous of their Power, and fond of their 


Old Ways, and only becauſe they are Old. But 5 
only in General, I will venture to ſay, that 
ſince we owe moſt of our Follies and Errors 


to our Education, we may allow that to be a 
Cauſe likewiſe for the Groans of Great Bri- 


The laſt and moſt diſmal Scource of our 


Groans are our Parties, grown now to ſuch a 


height of Animoſity againſt one another, that 
threatens a too ſpeedy Ruin of our Happineſs. 

The little bickering of the Romans always end- 
_ ed in ſomerhing advantageous to its Liberty, 
but this was before the Monarchy. Ammianns 


e Marcellinus tells us, that all the Diviſions be- 


fore Ceſar tended to the Good of the State, and 


all afterwardsto its Deſtruction. But this 255 TE 


EE: 


| and Pleaſure. 


| thor, is miſtaken, for all the Diviſions al- 


molt after the Gracchi, when firſt they came 


to Blows, heighten'd their Animoſities, till 
by. the Incroachments of the Nobility, and 


their entire Breach of the Atrarian Law. 
the People threw away their Liberty, and 
erected the Houſe of the Cezſars for their 


Lords. Both Sides clamour'd for the Come 
mon- wealth but the Pompeyans included the 
Common wealth in the Ariſtocrtic Part of 
the Government, the Senate; and Cæſar pla- 
ced it in the People, or the Democratic Part, 


by which he got them both into his Po]W - 


be ſame Things are acted over again in 


1 this Nation, for we ſha!) find Leſley, the 
Examiner and the other Demagogues of the 
Tory Party talk loud of our CONSTI- 
7 Y TIO N. The -Flying-Poſt, the Medley, 


the Britain, and other : Whiggs clamour in 


the ſame Manner of the CONSTITVU-. 
TION. The Torys make it in Danger from 
the Whiggs., The Wheiggs will have it, that 

the Torys are undermining it. But in rea- 
liüity they mean not the ſame Thing, tho'- 
they uſe the ſame Word. The Torys mean 

a boundleſs, and unaccountable Prerogative 

of the Crown.; by which the Prince has it 
in his Power not only to protect Evil Mi- 


niſters in the Enjoyment ot the Fruit of a 


Male Adminiftration, but even of a deſttroy- 
ing all the Laws of the Nation, by refol- - 


ving them entirely into the Princes Sole ill 


11 


1 Ihe whiggs on the other Side, that they 
—_ mean by our CONSTITUTION the 
55 juſt Bounds of Prerogative in the Execu- 
tive Power, in not exalting that above the 
Legiſlature ; uniting the Rights of the Prince, 


| and the People, which in reality, without 
Ll: doubt, are inſeparable. So that it is no won- 

| der that the CONSTITUTION m 
dne of theſe Senſes mult be always in 
Danger, fince they are abſolutely inconſiſt. 
ont; and the Proſperity. of the one, muſt he 
"285 the Deſtruction of the other. 


This laſt, ſeems to have an Eye to the 
Common Good, which is the End and Sup- 
port of Humane Society; and this has of- 

ten raisd ſome Men into Power, who have 
not ſcrupled to act very like the moſt Er- 
rant of Torys, in the higheſt Senſe of the 
Word. Some Men, when they get into Poſts, 
bow Public Principles ſoever they made ' uſe 
af to obtain them, have diſcover'd in the 
. Execution, nothing but private Spirit and 
SED ze = ES TT = | 


© 


| that it was not fa, in Old 
Greece, and Rome; but the People of thoſe 
3 States, were Maſters of a fine Taſte; ; bur 
5 we are of the Race of the barbarous Gothe, 
ùdq aaAlklvZVGnd have never been able to wear off our 
| Native Ruſt of Barbariſm. We have the Lux- 
| uury of Reme in its Decay, yet even that is 
| — clumſy and barbarous, we have no Elegance Ku 
in Luxury, and our Vices are more _ 


L-1 | It. is urg'd, 


De, (9) WD 


Und clumſey. I have wonder'd, that in ſome: 

former Reigns, they did not burn all the 
Roman and Greet Hiſtories ; ſince fin their 
_ Senſe) they cori upt our Youth,” as much ass 


French Romances, and indeed are as far from 
the Nature of this Age, as thoſe Books of 
Chivalry, and Adventures; and they. betray 


ſome honeſt, ſimple Natures, to fancy thofe 
| Chimeras of Liberty, Love of our Country, 
and the the like, which rendets them unfit 


for Buſineſs ;, before they can attain which, 
they muſt quit Notions ſo injurious to their 


Gain, elſe they might be ſo Whimſical to 


Act for the Public, when they were in Poſts 

that gave them Power. to. ſerve their Coun- 
2 3 not conſiderlng that the Poſt is the 
Mark 


et, and the Publick the Merchandize, 
till they have rais'd their Quota ; when o- 


- thers wanting to have the Power to do the 


ſame Thing, rail at the Poſſeſſors, till they 
get in themſelves. For this is all Clamour, and 
no Puniſhment keeps up the Animolicies of 
Parties, for the Sake and Service of tbe 
Leaders ; and Fellows, that will never get 
Six-pence by the Prevalence of either Par- 


ty, abuſe, call one another Names, and pro- 


ceed often to Blows, mote frequently to En- 


mity, only that my Lord hig, or my Lord 
Tory may have ſuch a Place; who cafes 
not a . ſingle Farthing if they were both 


hang'd. The Parties are now fo oppoſite, that 
they only agree in this, that the contrary Par- 


ty are Foos and Knaves, and a fair Stan- 


derby wou'd be tempted to believe, that 
they are both, only there in the Right. The 
Re Mia © nn 
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1 (38) Ty 


the Miniſtry need not much concern them- 


| ſelves about the Miſchief that either Side 
will do to the other by writing, ſince there 


has not been, I believe, one Convert made 


to either Side by the Pen, ſince the Revo- 


os 


jution. 


If we look into the City, as buſy as they are 
in Tradings in Stock-Jobbing, they are as much 


divided in Politics as the other more Idle end 


of the Town, where Whigg and Tory is all the 


Crye. * 5 


2 


The City Tory is a very Merry Fellow, that 


wou'd willingly keep it; but then they are ſo ig. 


norant of the Means, that they will venture the 
Whole rather, than part with a Pittance to pre- 
ſerve it. Avarice, that gives them the deſire of 
getting and keeping what they have. deprives 
them of uſing the means, and ſo they rather huſe 
to be undone out of good Husbandry, than ſe 
cure their Safety by Genetoſity, and neceſſary 


S 


parties are ſo violent, that neither Side will 
read the Papers written by the other, ſo that 


0 - 


Works, and Cheats, and Damns himſelf ro-get 
-Kichtes, which he owns neither he nor his Poſte- 
rity . have any Right to Enjoy, if his Prince 
ſhou d be pleas d to demand his Subſtance, either 
by himſelf or his Courtiers, for that's the ſane 
thing, according to their Doctrine, if it have any 
meaning at all, The City Whiggs are for Pro- 
perty and Lam, becauſe they get Money, and 


—— 


Io decidebetwen the Whiggs and Tories, is a 
difficult Task, if we regard the perſons; if the 
Principles, the Controverſy i: eaſily determin'd. 
The Tory Principle is as filly, as diſnoneſt, nd 
full of Contradiction to the La and the Goſpel, 
that of the Whiggs is fonnded on the Word 
of God, from G ene ſis to the end of the Revalat ions, 
and upon the Laas and Conſtitution of this Na- 
tion from its firſt Foundation to this Time. But 
if the Tories are Fools and the Whiggs Wile, it is 
a Melancholly Reflection for the latter, ſince 
then their Enemies will be too Numerous for 
them to Cope with, for Stultorum Plena ſunt Om- 
nia. Every Corner is ſtockd with Fools, and there 
is not one Wiſe and Honeſt in a Thouſand, too 
great odds for the latter ever to hope a laſting 
Victory. Nay, if a Man of public Spirit, be 
ſtir d up to ſpeak the Truth, it is Ten to One but 
he makes both Sides his Enemies, the Party in 
Power to oppreſs him with Proſecutions, and the 
Party in Diſtreſs to leave him to fink by him- 
ſelf ; and if the fallen Party ever rife to Power, 
he that has been the beſt Advocate for it is ſure 
to meet with Neglect inſtead of Reward, as is 
' evident from various [nftance-, but from none 
more, than the Reverend vir. Samuel Johnſon; Who 
did not only write better than any other, and 
with greater Boldneſs againſt Popery and Arbi - 
trary Power, but fuffer'd more Barbarous Inhu- 
manity for the Cauſe, and yet aiter the Revolu- 
tion had nothing left nim but his own Virtue for 
his Reward. Which is ſufficient to cut off all 
- Zeal for the publick Welfare of our Country for 
the future, and leave nothing to Great A ritain 


in Her Miſeries, but her helpleſs GROANS. 


— 


= 
y 
* 
o * 5 
c ——— —— I 
— —— 8 : 8 
— — a wo þ 25307 £20 apes. > WY OA ni oY — — * 
* 


y 
SR ee NE Eee 


—— — 2 — + 


n 


—— 


80 
———— ſ— 
Se e 3 
— — * 
2 — 


| 
ll 
9 
; 
4 
1 
4 


2 2 
— — 


* 8 — p * 
aA . 3 ; b : 
33% 3 
4 ; - — 1 x N : 


- But that which compleats the GROANS OF 


GREAT BRIT AIN is; that there is little or no 


Hope of any Reformation in this Point. There 
have indeed been Reformations of private Vices, 
of Erroneous Opinions, Superſtitions and the 
like; but never any in the Publick and Politi - 
cal Vices of a People. For when Avarice blind 
Ambition, and Luxury, have once effeminated a 
Fre People, we have no Example in Hiſtory that 
they ever roſe again to a Love of Liberty, or 
Tegain'd their antient Proweſs or Grandeur. 
They became in Love with the lazy Charms of 
an inactive Slavery, and wou'd like the Alexan- 
drians ſhake their Heads, and ſhut their Doors, 


ſhou'd another Cleomenes with his Handful of 


brave Spartans goe through their Streets, crying 
dodut Liberty, OO UC ed 665 ns 


There is ſo general an Obſtinacy in all De. 


ees, that they think it an Injury to their 


Honour or Reputuation to correct: an Error, 
or throw off a fooliſh Cpinion If Horus find 
his Character juſtly expos'd for his laviſhneſs 
to Scandalous Strumpets, and his ſtingineſs to 
Men of Merit; he is outragious at the Pi- 
cture, abuſes the Author, and yet repeats 
the ſeme Follies the next Moment without 
Shame, tho the Shame of being told of which 
had put him in fo violent a Paſſion. Piſo 


reproaches Ciſſus, for having been a Sharper 


in his Neceflicies, whilſt he is one daily out | 


of Choice in the ryidſt of an affluent Fortune: 


Either Fiſo thinks this an Infamy or not, 
WWW 


e 


1 C92 ) 
et it every Day? If not, 0 dees be re 
. WY: Celſus with i. . 


How, therefore ca we ever expect a Re- 
formation in our Manners, when it is made 
a Principle of Honour, ar Polity not to mind 
any Rebuke, but the more Vice is expos d, 
the more obſtinate he muſt be in retaining 
it. When it is Glory to continue a 
and, a Shame to reform. | i | 


Pella, is @ ' Young . X; a vaſt = 
. ſtate, was not only a Man of tolerable Let- 
ters, but a Lover of Books, and was expe- 
Red to be a very great Patron, when he 


came to his Eſtate 3 but inſtead of that, he 


quitted his Study, retir d ta his Bottle, was 
a nurſing Father to Bawds and Whores, wha 
never implor'd. him in. vain, his Purſe and 
his Intereſt were always. at their Command. 
But if the Application was made for any 
Man of Letters in Diſtreſs, a Guinea or two 
ſtill baunded his Generoſity. This brought 


bis Character on the stage, Which being 


lively drawn, ſtruck him with a juſt Shame. 
He was: ſenſible of his Error without Indig- 
nation againſt the Author, for when by 4 
5 Be deal of Induſtry, he had found him out, 
he ſent him a Preſent, worthy a Noble-man, 
and defired'to: ſee him; the Author aſham'd of 
e he had done, and being vanquilb'd in 
e and generous, & manner, made a. 
fel. 5 of Difficulty. of waiting on mx 
Lord ; but by Ferſwaſions of Friends, being, 
prevail d on, he made his Apology to his Lard- 
5 alluring bim * he never ſate for _ pi- 
oe, | 5 ure, 


| 5 . 5 
Qure, which he had been dend d to take 
for his; that it was a general Character 
which teach'd ſo many, that it cou'd not be 
eee without an injuſtice to the reſt. 


No more, Kid my Lord, wks ever fate - 


for the Picture, I am ſenſible that the Fea- 


tures are too like me. Do not think me 


difpleas'd with what you have done, for 
with more Reaſon 1 ſhowd be angry with 
my Phyſician, for curing me of a Scandalous 
| Diſeaſe of my Body. You have cur'd me of 
one more Scandalous in my Manners, by 
which my Reputation ſuffer'd ſo much — 
Men of Senſe. | 


1 ſhall TY your Ale ü I will not f 
be ſo laviſh in my Vices cr Follies as to 


render me incapable of encouraging the Plea- 


| ſures of my Mind. As you have been my Phy- 
ſic ian in this, 1 retain you in Ordinary; and 
every Year , ſhall continue your Fee ; and 
hall be glad of ycur recommending any Me- 
rit in Diſtreſs. I form not my Notions of 
Merit by the Applauſes of the Million, the 
Approbation of the Knowing is the more ſo- 
lid Deciſion. Pella was as good as his Word, 
and ever aſter grew the Mecenas of the Age. : 


"If our *Noble and Rich Men bad the fame 
Temper now, there might be ſome Hopes, 
that ſuch a Reformation of our Manners 
might enſue, as might in ſome Meaſure, 
put an End to the CERES pe GREAT 
9 * 
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